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Introduction 
 

1.1. Definitions in this FSP 

 
“Agreements” means those licenses identified in Table 2, section 1.9 of this FSP. 
 
“Attributes” means the attributes of an Affected Species specified in a Notice that relates to the 
Affected Species. 
 
“BEC” means Biogeoclimatic Ecosystem Classification – a classification system used in British 
Columbia as a framework for managing ecosystems. 
 
“Commencement Date” means the commencement date of the Term of this FSP as specified in 
section 1.7. 
 
“the Community Forest” means Squamish Community Forest - Community Forest Agreement 
K5Y. 
 
“Date of Submission” means the date of submission of this FSP as specified in section 1.6. 
 
“District” means the Sea to Sky Natural Resource District. 
 
“Established Objective” means: 
(a) an objective continued under section 181 of the Forest and Range Practices Act (FRPA), 
(b) an objective set by government under sections 5-10 of the Forest Planning and Practice 
Regulation (FPPR; 
(c) a land use objective; and 
(d) an objective established under the Government Action Regulation as of the Date of 
Submission. 
 
“FDU” refers to a forest development unit under this FSP. 
 
"Floodplain Management Areas" means the Crown Land portions of the floodplains in the 
Upper Lillooet River, the Soo River and the Green River floodplains as shown on Map 4 of the 
Ministerial Order on Land Use Objectives for the Sea-to-Sky Land & Resource Management 
Plan. 
 
“FPC” means the “Forest Practices Code” and “Code regulations” as those terms are defined in 
subsection 177(1) of FRPA. 
 
“FPPR” means the Forest Planning and Practices Regulation, B.C. Reg. 14/2004 made pursuant 
to FRPA, as that regulation existed on the Date of Submission. 
 
“FRPA” means the Forest and Range Practices Act, S.B.C. 2002, c.69 as that legislation existed 
on the Date of Submission. 
 
“FSP” means this Forest Stewardship Plan, including all tables, appendices and attachments. 
 
“FSP Map” means the appended Maps in Appendix B of this Forest Stewardship Plan covering 
the plan area (series of 7 maps including an overview map); 
 
“Green-up” means a state of regeneration in a stocked cutblock that meets the following 
standards: 
 
(a) the average height of the tallest 10% of the trees on the area to be reforested is a minimum of 
3.0 m; 
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(b) the area contains at least 500 trees/ha of a commercially valuable species that are at least 1.3 
m. in height; 
 
“FSP Holder” means the holder and the agreements as identified in section 1.9, Table 2. 
 
“Notice” means a notice given to the Holder by the Date of Submission pursuant to section 7(2) 
of the FPPR. 
 
“Old Growth Management Area (OGMA)” is defined in the Forest Planning and Practices 
Regulation as an area that is subject to old growth management objectives established under 
section 3 [resource management zones and objectives] or 4 [landscape units and objectives] of 
the Forest Practices Code of British Columbia Act. 
 
“Order” means an order made pursuant to the Forest Practices Code (FPC) or the Forest and 
Range Practices Act (FRPA) and the regulations made there under and provided to the Holder by 
the Date of Submission and referenced in an Objective, Result or Strategy in this FSP. 
 
“Permanent Access Structure” means a pre-existing or newly constructed road and associated 
structures for which deactivation is not planned, and that will remain on the landscape. 
 
“Primary forest activity” as defined by the FPPR means one or more of the following (a) timber 
harvesting; (b) silviculture treatments (b1) wildlife enhancement; (c) road construction, 
maintenance and deactivation. 
 
“Qualified Person” means a qualified person who possesses the specified knowledge, skills, 
training, experience and other requirements to perform a specified type of work as: set out in 
legislation; set out in Provincial Government policy; or required by an organization satisfactory to 
the Provincial Government that has the responsibility for specifying the requirements. The 
requirements include holding an accreditation bestowed by: the provincial Government, a 
professional association constituted under an Act, or other organization satisfactory to the 
Provincial Government. Attainment of the requirements is either verified through a process 
undertaken by the Provincial Government, a professional association or other organization 
satisfactory to the Provincial Government, to confirm that all requirements are met, or self-
assessed by members of a professional association constituted under an Act, where a code of 
ethics requires members to operate only within their area of expertise.  
 
"Riparian Management Area" as defined by the FPPR means a riparian management area 
described under Division 3 [Riparian areas] of Part 4 [Practice requirements] of the FPPR that 
consists of a riparian management zone and a riparian reserve zone.   
 
"Riparian Management Zone" as defined by the FPPR means a riparian management zone 
described under Division 3 [Riparian areas] of Part 4 [Practice requirements] of the FPPR, that  
 
(a) is a portion of the riparian management area; and  
(b) is established to:  

(i) conserve the fish, wildlife habitat, biodiversity and the water values of the riparian 
management zone, and  
(ii) protect the riparian reserve zone, if any, within the riparian management area. 

 
"Riparian Reserve Zone" as defined by the FPPR means a riparian reserve zone described 
under Division 3 [Riparian areas] of Part 4 [Practice requirements], that  

(a) is a portion of a riparian management area, and  
(b) is established to protect fish, wildlife habitat, biodiversity and the water values of the 
riparian reserve zone. 
 

 



7 of 136 

“Scenic Area” means an area of land established as a scenic area under the Forest Practices 
Code of British Columbia Act on or before October 24, 2002 and continued as a scenic area 
under section 180 (c) of the Forest and Range Practices Act, or a scenic area established under 
section 17 of the GAR. 
 
"Silviculture Treatment" (as stated in the FPPR) includes 
(a) site preparation for the purposes of reforestation, 
(b) planting trees, 
(c) brushing, including grazing for the purposes of brushing, 
(d) juvenile spacing, 
(e) fertilization, 
(f) pruning, 
(g) sanitation treatments associated with a silviculture treatment, and 
(h) pest management treatments, other than sanitation treatments. 
 
“Site Plan” means a site plan as contemplated in FRPA. 
 
“Ungulate Winter Range (UWR)” as defined in the FPPR, means an ungulate winter range 
continued under section 180 (a) [grandparenting specified designations] of the FRPA, or 
established under the Government Actions Regulation. 

"Visual Landscape Inventory (VLI)" means the visual landscape inventory completed by the 
Ministry of Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development (MFLNRORD) and 
shown in the Land and Resource Data Warehouse. 

"Visual Quality Objective (VQO)" as defined in the FPPR, means an objective continued, in 
respect of a scenic area, under section 181 of FRPA, an objective established for a scenic area 
under the Government Actions Regulation, or a visual quality class continued, for a scenic area, 
under section 17 of the Government Actions Regulation. 

“Watershed Assessment” means an assessment carried out by a Qualified Person within a 
designated Community Watershed to determine the potential impacts to water quality, timing and 
flow based on the proposed primary forest activities. The scope and detail of the assessment are 
to be commensurate with the size of the watershed, scale of proposed activities and the potential 
risk to water quality. The watershed assessment is to include but not be limited to, a review of: 
 

I. the cumulative hydrological effects of previous and planned primary forest activities 
within the community watershed and any other requirements listed in Section 8.2 of the 
FPPR 

II. slope stability  
III. harvest history and green-up status 
IV. road density 
V. the degree of hydrologic recovery 

VI. potential risk to water quality, timing and flow 
 

“Wildlife Habitat Area (WHA)” as defined in the FPPR, means a Wildlife Habitat Area continued 
under section 180 (b) [grandparenting specified designations] of the FRPA, or established under 
the Government Actions Regulation. 
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1.2. Forest Stewardship Plan 

 
The Forest Stewardship Plan (FSP) is a requirement under Section 3 of the Forest and Range 
Practices Act (FRPA), which came into effect on January 31, 2004. This FSP has been prepared 
to be consistent and in accordance with the FRPA, the associated regulatory framework, 
provincial legislation, federal legislation as well as higher level plans and policy as described by 
the British Columbia Provincial Government (hereafter referred to as the Provincial Government).  
 
The purpose of the FSP is to outline objectives set forth by the Provincial Government related to 
forest management activities proposed on crown lands. The achievement of the objectives, 
established within the FSP, is measured through results, strategies and/or measures. The 
intention of the objectives is to identify the strategic issues by describing a desired future 
condition for a particular resource or resource use, while results, strategies and/or measures 
describe how the desired outcome will be achieved.   
 
A Result is defined in the Forest Planning and Practices Regulation (FPPR) as a “description of 
measurable or verifiable outcomes in respect of a particular established objective, and the 
situations or circumstances that determine where in a Forest Development Unit the outcomes will 
be applied.”  
 
A Strategy is defined in the FPPR as a “description of measurable or verifiable steps or practices 
that will be carried out in respect of a particular established objective, and the situations or 
circumstances that determine where in a Forest Development Unit the steps or practices will be 
applied.”  
 
This FSP, where applicable, outlines measurable and verifiable results, strategies and/or 
measures that are compatible with provincial government established forest management and 
resource objectives. 
 
In the following sections, only the Results or Strategies defined within the boxes are legally 
binding. All other commitments described in this FSP are to be considered voluntary best 
management practices. The holder of this FSP is dedicated to following these commitments and 
objectives. 
 

1.2.1. Relationship of FSP and Management Plan 
In addition to this FSP, a Management Plan has been prepared for Community Forest Agreement 
(CFA) K5Y as a requirement for the application for the CFA licence. The Management Plan 
articulates the values and broad resources management direction for the CFA while the FSP 
specifies the legal requirements as set by government. These two documents are applied in 
tandem. 
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1.3. Professional Reliance 

 
With the introduction of the FRPA, the Provincial Government mandated a move away from a 
regulatory and prescriptive environment to one that supports a results-based approach. This 
results-based system involves a greater role for professionals from a variety of disciplines with 
regards to professional reliance and accountability. The FSP holder – Squamish Community 
Forest Limited Partnership (SQCF LP) - recognizes the importance of professional reliance and 
accountability, and will utilize Qualified Persons, in their respective fields of practice, where 
applicable and warranted. Qualified Persons are designated by their respective association in the 
field of their practice such as the Association of British Columbia Forest Professionals (ABCFP), 
the College of Applied Biology (CAB) and the Association of Professional Engineers and 
Geoscientists of British Columbia (APEGBC).  
 
Qualified Persons may be engaged in a variety of services including, but not limited to: 
 

 Geotechnical or slope stability assessments; 
 Wildlife/ biological assessments; 
 Stream classification; 
 Appraisal data collection and submission; 
 FSP preparation, permit applications and amendments; and 
 Site level assessments for activities such as pre-harvest site plans, road and bridge layout 

and design. 
 

1.4. Chief Forester’s Guidance 

 
This FSP has been prepared to incorporate recommendations from the Chief Forester’s 
“Guidance on the Replacement of Forest Stewardship Plans (2016)” and the “Sea to Sky Natural 
Resource District Manager’s Expectations Letter” (2016). In light of these recommendations, this 
FSP includes: 

   Clearly stated measurable and/ or verifiable, and enforceable results and strategies that 
consider new information such as invasive plant management strategies and forest 
health.  

   Commitment to ongoing First Nations information sharing and public consultation.  
 Additional management direction over and above those set by FRPA, specifically with 

regards to endangered wildlife species not listed in FPPR Section 7 and to tree retention 
around small streams. 

 Addition of multilayer/ high retention stocking standards as well as development of 
additional stocking standards that are sufficiently diverse to accommodate fire 
management, wildlife, climate change and forest health concerns. 

 Additional background information and explanations of management commitments to 
increase accessibility for public understanding of the FSP content and commitments. 

 A summary of the efforts and responses pertaining to the stakeholder and public 
consultation process. 
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1.5. Forest Stewardship Plan Term 

 
As per Section 6(1)(a)(b) of the FRPA, the FSP holder is seeking a term of five years for this 
FSP, commencing on the date of approval by the Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource 
Operations and Rural Development (MFLNRORD).  
 

1.6. Date of Submission 

 
The date of submission is Month Day, 2021.   
 

1.7. Commencement Date 

 
The term of this FSP will commence on the date specified by the Minister or his Delegated 
Decision Maker (DDM). 
 

1.8. Forest Development Unit   

 
A Forest Development Unit (FDU) is the broad geographic unit to which objectives, results, 
strategies and/ or other measures defined in the FSP are applicable. The FDU boundaries are 
determined by the Licensee. The attached FSP maps (Appendix B) show at a 1:100,000 scale 
the single FDU covering the CFA K5Y area. The FDU will be referred to as the “Squamish FDU”.  
 
Figure 1 is a map of the FSP area and the location of the Squamish FDU in relation to 
established Landscape Units (LUs). LUs are geographic units that are established by official 
orders issued by the provincial government. The Squamish FDU defined by this FSP is 
comprised of portions of two separate LUs as shown in Table 1. The objectives defined by the 
official Orders to Establish a Landscape Unit, for each individual LU, apply to the portion of the 
LU that falls within the Squamish FDU.  
 

Table 1. Landscape Units with portions within the Squamish FDU 

FDU 
Landscape Unit  

(portions thereof)

Squamish FDU 
East Howe 

Mamquam 
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Figure 1.  FSP Overview Map, showing the extent of the Squamish Forest Development 
Unit and overlap on established Landscape Units 



12 of 136 

 
1.9. Application of this FSP (FRPA S.3 (4)) 

 
This FSP applies to the agreements listed in Table 2; cutting permits (C.P.) and road permits 
(R.P.) issued or granted to the holder: 
 

a) after the Commencement date 
b) within the FDU 
 

Table 2. Agreement Holders 

HOLDER AGREEMENT 
Squamish Community Forest  

Limited Partnership
Community Forest Agreement K5Y 

 
1.10. Cutblocks and Roads to which this FSP will not apply 

This FSP is prepared for CFA K5Y, which is a new tenure. Any existing liabilities within the area 
will be the sole responsibility of the Licensee currently holding the liability. All cutblocks previously 
harvested under these licenses will continue to be managed under the standards and objectives 
described by the existing approved FSP and assigned by the individual block site plans. Existing 
Road Use Permits and Road Use Agreements will be transitioned to the community forest tenure.  
 

1.11. Site Plans and Standard Units 

As per Section 10 of the FRPA and Section 34 of the FPPR, the Licensee will prepare a pre-
harvest site plan in accordance with the prescribed requirements for all cutblocks prior to the 
commencement of primary forest activities. The primary purpose of the site plan is to identify the 
location of the cutblocks and associated roads and to define how the results and strategies from 
the FSP will be applied at the block level. The site plan will also describe the Standards Units for 
the cutblock, to which an individual stocking standard will apply. Each cutblock will have at least 
one Standard Unit identified, and there is no limit on the number of Standard Units which may be 
applied to a single cutblock. A Standards Unit is an area that generally has uniform ecological 
characteristics, and to which a specific silviculture management regime is applied. The site plan is 
prepared, signed and sealed by a Registered Professional Forester, and maintained on file for the 
life of the cutblock. As the basic operational plan that encompasses and balances all resource 
features and values, the site plan considers each of the following forest management factors:  
 

 Soil Productivity and Hydrologic Function; 
 Timber Production; 
 Species at Risk; 
 Water, Fish, Riparian Areas, and Community Watersheds; 
 Landscape and Stand Level Biodiversity; 
 Visual Quality; 
 Recreation; 
 Cultural Heritage; 
 Natural Range Barriers; 
 Invasive Plants; 
 Landscape level plans such as Landscape Unit Plans, Land and Resource Management 

Plans or other applicable plans, and 
 Other relevant values and objectives as expressed by stakeholders or other members of 

the public. 
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1.12. Designations in Effect Four Months Prior to the Date of 

Submission of this FSP (FPPR s. 14(2)(3)) 

 
The FSP maps in Appendix B show the designations and other requirements listed in s. 14(3) of 
the FPPR that were in effect four months before the submission of this FSP, as noted Table 3.  
 

Table 3. FPPR Section 14 FDU Orders and Dates 

Type of Designation FDU where Order applies Date Designated 

 FPPR s.14(3)(a) Ungulate Winter Range 

 
Ungulate Winter Range #U2-002 

Mountain Goat  
Soo Timber Supply Area (TSA) 

 

Squamish FDU October 6, 2003 

 
Ungulate Winter Range #U2-005,  
Deer and Moose Winter Range  

Soo TSA 
 

Squamish FDU 
As amended  

October 31, 2014. 

FPPR s.14(3)(b) Wildlife Habitat Areas 

 
Grizzly Bear #2-172 to #2-175, #2-177 to 

#2-193, #2-204, #2-254 to #2-270 
 

None designated within the 
Squamish FDU 

May 23, 2006 

 
Grizzly Bear and Coastal Tailed Frog* 

Wildlife Habitat Areas #2-272 to #2-297, 
#2-381 to #2-386, #2-388,  

#2-390 to 2-406, #2-436 to 2-443 
 

* While there are no Grizzly Bear WHAs in the 
Squamish FDU, this Order is relevant as it 

establishes exemption from preparing results 
or strategies for Coastal Tailed Frog. 

 

Squamish FDU August 25, 2010 

 
Wildlife Habitat Areas 2-517 to 2-525  

Spotted Owl 
 

None designated within the 
Squamish FDU 

February 28, 2013 

 
Wildlife Habitat Areas 2-303 to 2-306,  

2-308, 2-309 & 2-316 
 Marbled Murrelet 

Squamish FDU April 1, 2014 

ORDER – Order for the Recovery of 
Marbled Murrelet  

(Brachyramphus marmoratus) 
Squamish FDU December 2, 2021 

Notice – Indicators of Amount, Distribution 
and Attributes of Wildlife Habitat Required 

for the Survival of Marbled Murrelet 
(Brachyramphus marmoratus) 

Squamish FDU December 2, 2021 
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Type of Designation FDU where Order applies Date Designated 

FPPR s.14(3)(c)  
Fisheries sensitive watersheds  

None designated within the 
Squamish FDU 

n/a 

FPPR s.14 (3)(d)  
Lakeshore management zone 
 
 
 

None in effect within the Squamish 
FDU 

 
n/a 

  
FPPR s.14 (3)(e) Scenic areas 
 
Sea to Sky Scenic Area and Visual 
Quality Objectives for Hwy 99 Corridor 

Squamish FDU December 18,1995 

Ministerial Order M424- Establishment of 
Scenic Area and Visual Quality Objectives 
for the Shannon Creek Watershed 
 

Squamish FDU October 25, 2016 

FPPR s.14 (3)(f)  
Lake identified as an L1 lake 

None designated within the 
Squamish FDU 

n/a 

FPPR s.14 (3)(g) Community Watersheds  

Mashiter Community Watershed Squamish FDU June 15, 1995 

Stawamus Community Watershed Squamish FDU June 15, 1995 

FPPR s.14 (3)(h)  
Old Growth Management Areas 

Established OGMAs as per the Order to 
Establish a Landscape Unit and 
Objectives - East Howe Landscape Unit  
 

Squamish FDU 
 

August 20, 2003  
 

Established OGMAs as per the Ministerial 
Order - Land Use Objectives for the 
Lizzie, Mamquam, Tuwasus, Sloquet 
High, Sloquet North, Sloquet South 
Landscape Units  
 

October 30, 2014 
 

FPPR s.14(3)(i)  
Prohibited Timber Harvesting by 
Enactment 

None designated n/a 

Sea to Sky Land and Resources Management Plan (S2S LRMP) 

S2S LRMP – Order Establishing Land 
Use Objectives for the Sea to Sky Land 
and Resource Management Plan 

Squamish FDU 
April 4, 2011 
Amended August 13, 
2013 

Sea-to-Sky Wildland Area Order Squamish FDU March 24, 2011 

FPPR s.14(3)(j) 
Cutting permits and Road Permits 

  

None in place for CFA K5Y Squamish FDU n/a 

 
The following documents and agreements also strongly guide forest management decisions 
within the FSP plan area:  
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- AGREEMENT ON LAND USE PLANNING Between THE SQUAMISH NATION and THE 
PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA as represented by the Minister of Agriculture and Lands, 
July 26, 2007  
 
- Sea to Sky Land and Resource Management Plan, April 2008 
 

1.13. Areas not subject to the FSP 

Areas not subject to the FSP are adjacent Indian Reserves, woodlots, private land, provincial and 
federal parks and forest tenures. 
 

1.14. First Nation and Public Consultation and Stakeholder Engagement 

The holder of the FSP understands that consultation is an important process allowing for a two-
way exchange of information between themselves, potentially affected First Nations and 
interested or potentially affected local groups, stakeholders and members of the public.  
 
The intent of the consultation process is the following:  
 

 To promote discussion and information sharing among agreement-holders, resource 
agencies, non-government organizations, First Nations and the public about forest 
development and related activities including those values which are important for the 
public, First Nations, and other stakeholders;  

 to provide notice, raise awareness and educate the local public on upcoming planned 
forest harvesting and/or other primary forest activities;  

 to deliver information in a manner that allows for meaningful input and information 
exchange;  

 to establish direct lines of communication with interested parties; 
 to strive to understand potential conflicts early in the planning process; and  
 to identify potentially affected parties adjacent to or within a planned reforestation or 

harvesting area.  
 
Two parallel consultation and information sharing processes will be undertaken – one for the 
general public and one for First Nations specifically.  

1.14.1. First Nations Consultation and Information Sharing 
Recognizing Indigenous rights and interests and the unique Indigenous relationship to land,  
consultation regarding operational/block level activities will be carried out with each First Nation 
within whose Traditional Territory or Consultative Area the activities are proposed. The process 
will include the Community Forest providing the First Nations with maps and information 
describing the new proposed activities, requesting comments on any impacts to cultural rights 
and title, and values to be considered, and communicating about options for how to address 
potential impacts. 
 
The First Nations consultation and information sharing process is detailed in section 2.12 - 
Cultural Heritage Resources. 

1.14.2. Public Consultation and Information Sharing 
The FSP/Agreement holder will aim to develop positive working relationships and  
communication protocols with community groups, government agencies and other stakeholders  
with interests in the Community Forest landbase. The Licensee will endeavour to maintain an up  
to date list of relevant contacts to facilitate information sharing and consultation in the case of  
proposed operations that may affect the identified stakeholders. Specific stakeholder individuals 
and groups may change over time.  
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Consultation regarding operational/block level activities will be carried out with potentially affected  
stakeholders on an ongoing basis, as relevant to the location of planned harvesting and road  
building or deactivation activities. The potentially affected stakeholders will be notified and their  
input considered in management decisions. 
 
Public open houses or information sessions will be held at least once per calendar year, either in 
person or online during which recent and planned activities will be presented and opportunity for 
feedback provided.  
 
All proposed road construction and harvest plans will be made available for public review and 
comment, through the annual open house or other means, before being submitted to government 
for permitting. 
 
1.14.2.1 Ring Creek Residents Planning Unit 
 
The Ring Creek community is a Rural Residential Neighborhood located along a short section of 
Ring Creek Forest Service Road and Garibaldi Park Road, immediately adjacent to the 
Community Forest and Garibaldi Park. Based on discussion with Ring Creek residents, the 
Community Forest has voluntarily designated an area around the community as the Ring Creek 
Residents’ Planning Unit (displayed on the Other Tenures map in Appendix B). The Community 
Forest will enter a process with Ring Creek residents to guide future management within the 
Planning Unit, prior to any harvesting being actively considered within that area. 
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2. RESULTS or STRATEGIES 
 
This section of the FSP outlines the broad forest resource management goals the FSP holder has 
adopted, which comply with objectives set by the Provincial Government under the FRPA and 
associated regulations. This section also outlines the commitments the FSP holder has adopted 
that are in addition to the legal objectives set by the Provincial Government.  
 
Section 149(1) of the FRPA sets out the ability of the Provincial Government to prescribe 
objectives with respect to forest management activities on crown land. Specifically, this section 
states that the Lieutenant Governor in Council may make regulations prescribing objectives in 
relation to one or more of the following subjects: 

(a) soils; 
(b) visual quality; 
(c) timber; 
(d) forage and associated plant communities; 
(e) water; 
(f) fish; 
(g) wildlife; 
(h) biodiversity; 
(i) recreation resources; 
(j) resource features; and 
(k) cultural heritage resources. 

 
The following sections describe the legal objectives set by the Provincial Government and specify 
the associated results and strategies with which the FSP holder will manage these resources. 
Only the results and strategies defined within the boxes are legally binding. Text outside the 
boxes provides background for the general reader and outlines best practices. 
 
The Management Plan for CFA K5Y provides further context in the form of community goals for 
management of timber and non-timber resource values across Squamish Community Forest.  
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2.1. Soils 

Section 5 of the FPPR states that the objective set by government for soils is to “to conserve the 
productivity and the hydrologic function of soils.” 

 
Applicable Forest 

Development Unit(s) 
Result 

Squamish FDU 

In respect of Soils: 
 
When planning and conducting primary forest activities, the Licensee will 
comply with Sections 35 (Soil Disturbance Limits) and 36 (Permanent 
Access Structure Limits) of the FPPR.  

 
Section 35 of the FPPR defines limits to the amount of soil disturbance permitted within a 
cutblock based on the sensitivity of the soil type. A Qualified Person will perform site 
assessments at the site plan stage to determine the sensitivity of the soils present. A forest 
professional will develop site specific plans, prescriptions and operational measures based on 
results of the soil assessments. Terrain stability assessments will be commissioned as needed.  
 
Section 36 of the FPPR states that the area in a cutblock occupied by Permanent Access 
Structures must not exceed 7% of the cutblock. The Licensee aims to maintain a road access 
network that facilitates efficient forest management activities while minimizing the amount of area 
impacted by roads and minimizing site disturbance. Due to prior logging history, most of the 
Community Forest is already extensively roaded. The Licensee will adopt a policy of “no net gain” 
of permanent road area. For any length of new road, following harvest, rehabilitation measures 
will be applied to return the road to a productive forested state. In the case of new permanent 
roads needing to be maintained for future access, an equivalent area of existing but unnecessary 
road will be returned to a productive state. 
 

2.2. Visual Quality 

Section 9.2 of the FPPR states that:  
 
The objective set by government in relation to visual quality for a scenic area, that  
 a) was established on or before October 24, 2002 and  
 b) for which there is no visual quality objective 
  is to ensure that the altered forest landscape for the scenic area  
 c) in visual sensitivity class 1 is in either the preservation or retention category,  
 d) in visual sensitivity class 2 is in either the retention or partial retention category,  
 e) in visual sensitivity class 3 is in either the partial retention or modification category,  
 f) in visual sensitivity class 4 is in either the partial retention or modification category and  
 g) in visual sensitivity class 5 is in either the modification or maximum modification 
 category. 
 
The Squamish FDU encompasses portions of two Scenic Areas - the Sea-to-Sky Scenic Area 
Highway 99 corridor, and the Shannon Creek Scenic Area. 
 
The Sea-to-Sky Scenic Area was established under the Forest Practices Code of British 
Columbia Act (FPC) and continued under FRPA s. 180(c). Visual Quality Objectives (VQOs) 
established under the FPC are continued under FRPA s.181. Within known scenic areas, 
recommended Visual Quality Classes (rVQC) were established and brought as VQOs under 
Government Actions Regulation (GAR) s. 17. 
 
The Scenic Area in the Shannon Creek watershed was also originally established under the FPC 
and continued under FRPA, but then repealed and replaced pursuant to Section 7(1) of the 
Government Actions Regulation (GAR). New Visual Quality Objectives were established for 
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Shannon Creek on October 25, 2016 by Ministerial Order M 424, pursuant to Section 7(2) of 
GAR. 
 
As per the FPPR, "Visual Quality Objective (VQO)" means: 
 

(a)  an objective continued, in respect of a scenic area, under section 181 of the Act;  
(b) an objective established for a scenic area under the Government Actions Regulation; or  
(c) a visual quality class continued, for a scenic area, under section 17 of the Government 

Actions Regulation; 
 
The Licensee will design and implement primary forest activities to be consistent with the VQO 
assigned to the area of planned activity, and in general accordance with guidance described in 
the Visual Landscape Design Training Manual and the Visual Impact Assessment Guidebook. 
Prior to conducting a primary forest activity within an area that has an established VQO, the 
Licensee will ensure that sufficient field assessments, as determined by a Qualified Person, are 
completed to ensure consistency with the VQO assigned to the location. Sufficient assessments 
include preparation of a formal Visual Impact Assessment (VIA), which utilizes tools such as 
Digital Terrain Modelling and Google Earth imagery, and identified viewpoints based on current 
land use and field conditions. The VIA will be shared with relevant stakeholders as part of the 
public consultation process during operational planning, prior to application for cutting permits. 
 

Applicable Forest 
Development Unit(s) 

Result 

Squamish FDU 

In respect of Visual Quality: 
 
When operating within established scenic areas, the Licensee will plan 
and conduct primary forest activities in a manner consistent with the 
Visual Quality Objectives applicable to the areas. 
 

 
2.3. Timber 

Section 6 of the FPPR states that the objectives set by government for timber are to:  
 

a) maintain or enhance an economically valuable supply of commercial timber from 
British Columbia’s forests,  

b) ensure that delivered wood costs, generally, after taking into account the effect on 
them of the relevant provisions of this regulation and of the Act, are competitive in 
relation to equivalent costs in relation to regulated primary forest activities in other 
jurisdictions, and  

c) ensure that the provisions of this regulation and of the Act that pertain to primary 
forest activities do not unduly constrain the ability of a holder of an agreement under 
the Forest Act to exercise the holder’s rights under the agreement. 

 
Section 12(8) of the FPPR states that “a person who is required to prepare a forest stewardship 
plan is exempt from the requirement to prepare results or strategies for an objective set by 
government for timber”. As such, the Licensee has not prepared a result or strategy for timber 
objectives.  
 
Applicable Forest 

Development 
Unit(s) 

No Results or Strategies Required 

Squamish FDU No results or strategies are required for Timber objectives.  
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2.4. Wildlife 

Section 7 of the FPPR states that the objective set by the Provincial Government for wildlife is 
“…to conserve sufficient wildlife habitat in terms of amount of area, distribution of areas and 
attributes of those areas, for; 
 

(a) the survival of species at risk;  
(b) the survival of regionally important wildlife; and  
(c) the winter survival of specified ungulate species.” 

 
Section 7 of the FPPR further states that “a person required to prepare a forest stewardship plan 
must specify a result or strategy in respect of the objective stated under subsection (1) only if the 
minister responsible for the Wildlife Act gives notice to the person of the applicable (a) species 
referred to in subsection (1) and indicators of the amount, distribution and attributes of wildlife 
habitat described in subsection (1).” 
Section 7 of the FPPR goes on to state that “if satisfied that the objective set out in subsection (1) 
is addressed, in whole or in part, by an objective in relation to a wildlife habitat area or an 
ungulate winter range, a general wildlife measure, or a wildlife habitat feature, the minister 
responsible for the Wildlife Act must exempt a person from the obligation to specify a result or 
strategy in relation to the objective set out in subsection (1) to the extent that the objective is 
already addressed.”  
 
The ‘Notice – Indicators of the Amount, Distribution and Attributes of Wildlife Habitat Required for 
the Survival of Species at Risk in the Squamish Forest District’ (issued December 21, 2004), 
provides the amount, distribution and attributes of wildlife habitat required for the survival of 
species at risk within the Sea to Sky Natural Resource District. The Notice identified the following 
species as being species at risk and addressed habitat requirements for the species at risk: 
 

1) Marbled Murrelet (Brachyramphus marmoratus); 
2) Coastal Tailed Frog (Ascaphus truei); 
3) Grizzly Bear (Ursus arctos); and, 
4) Spotted Owl (Strix occidentalis). 

 
Following the 2004 Notice, Wildlife Habitat Areas (WHA) have been established for the identified 
species at risk, and Ungulate Winter Ranges (UWR) have been established for the winter survival 
of specified ungulate species (Moose, Mountain Goat and Black-tailed deer). The Orders 
establishing WHAs and UWRs, and the General Wildlife Measures (GWMs) provided by the 
Orders meet the requirements of the Section 7 Notice and as per the Notice the holder of the FSP 
is exempt from the requirement to specify a result or strategy in relation to the survival of species 
at risk and the winter survival of specified ungulate species.  
 
The location of applicable established WHAs and UWRs are found on the maps in Appendix B. 
 
In addition to the species at risk identified in the Notice above, as per direction from a letter 
issued by the Acting District Manager for the Sea to Sky Natural Resource District (Shaw-
MacLaren 2016), the following species at risk were also considered in the preparation of this plan: 
 

1) Pacific Water Shrew (Sorex bendirii); and, 
2) Northern Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis). 

 
Site level assessments will be completed for species at risk and their habitat when planning and 
conducting primary forest activities. 

2.4.1. Grizzly Bear (Ursus arctos) 
 
Wildlife Habitat Areas (WHA) have been established for Grizzly Bear within the Sea to Sky 
Natural Resource District. The Licensee is thus exempt from the obligation to prepare a result or 
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strategy for Grizzly Bears. None of the established WHA’s fall within the Squamish FDU, so no 
specific actions with respect to Grizzly Bear are required by the Licensee.  
 
The Squamish Community Forest is located within the Garibaldi-Pitt Grizzly Bear Population Unit 
area. Habitat values for Grizzly Bears within the Community Forest are generally low, in part due 
to high levels of human activity and high road density. There is a possibility that Grizzly Bears 
may travel through the Community Forest as a migration corridor.  
 
In consideration of Grizzly Bears, the Community Forest will focus on maintaining and enhancing 
the ability for Grizzlies to travel through and across the landbase. Measures to facilitate Grizzly 
travel include the establishment and maintenance of riparian reserve corridors, in-block tree 
retention, minimizing sight lines from roads as much as possible, minimizing new road 
construction and deactivating unnecessary roads. The Licensee will follow best practices for 
safeguarding any habitat values that are encountered during field assessments.  
 
Applicable Forest 

Development 
Unit(s) 

No Results or Strategies Required 

Squamish FDU 
None of the established Grizzly Bear WHA’s are located in the Squamish 
FDU so no specific actions with respect to Grizzly Bear are required. 

2.4.2. Spotted Owl (Strix occidentalis) 
Wildlife Habitat Areas have been established within the Sea to Sky Natural Resource District for 
Spotted Owls in the ‘Order – Wildlife Habitat Areas #2-517 to #2-525’ (February 28th, 2013). The 
Order states that pursuant to Section 7(2) of the FPPR a person required to prepare a Forest 
Stewardship Plan is exempt from the obligation to prepare results or strategies in relation to the 
objective set out in section 7(1) of the FPPR for Spotted Owl in the Sea to Sky Natural Resource 
District.  
 
Applicable Forest 

Development 
Unit(s) 

No Results or Strategies Required  

Squamish FDU 
As there are no Spotted Owl Wildlife Habitat Areas in the FDU covered by 
this FSP, no results or strategies are required.  

 
In the low likelihood that a Spotted Owl is sighted within the Squamish Community Forest, the 
Licensee will work with habitat specialists to determine appropriate management measures. 
 
 

2.4.3. Marbled Murrelet (Brachyramphus marmoratus) 
 
Wildlife Habitat Areas have been established within the Sea to Sky Natural Resource District for 
Marbled Murrelets (Brachyramphus marmoratus) in the ‘Order - Wildlife Habitat Areas #2-303 to 
#2-306, #2-308, #2-309 & #2-316 (April 1st, 2014) (see Appendix D). The Order states that 
pursuant to Section 7(3) of the FPPR a person required to prepare a Forest Stewardship Plan is 
exempt from the obligation to prepare results or strategies in relation to the objective set out in 
section 7(1) of the FPPR for Marbled Murrelet in the Sea to Sky Natural Resource District.  
 
Applicable Forest 

Development 
Results or Strategies 



22 of 136 

Unit(s) 

Squamish FDU 

In respect of Marbled Murrelet (Brachyramphus marmoratus): 
 
When planning and conducting primary forest activities, the Licensee will 
comply with the Order and manage the identified Marbled Murrelet 
Wildlife Habitat Areas within the FDU according to the General Wildlife 
Measures set out in the Order. 
 

 
The Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development; 
Ministerial Order – Order for the Recovery of Marbled Murrelet (Brachyramphus marmoratus), 
effective December 2, 2021, and the accompanying Notice – Indicators of the Amount, 
Distribution and Attributes of Wildlife Habitat Required for the Survival of Marbled Murrelet 
(Brachyramphus marmoratus) (Appendix D) are applicable to the Squamish FDU. The purpose of 
the Order is to ensure the availability of suitable habitat for Marbled Murrelet meets or exceeds 
minimum habitat thresholds for provincial crown land for the southern Mainland Coast 
Conservation Region. The purpose of the Notice is to include indicators of the amount, 
distribution and attributes of Wildlife Habitat Areas required for survival of Marbled Murrelet. The 
Notice provides the minimum amount of Marbled Murrelet nesting habitat (Suitable Habitat) to be 
maintained within Wildlife Habitat Areas, Old Growth Management Areas and within Landscape 
Units, Landscape Unit Aggregates and across Forest Districts. The release of the Order and the 
Notice included mapping of the identified suitable habitat areas. The location of these suitable 
habitat polygons has been added to the FSP maps in Appendix B. Suitable Habitat polygons 
have been identified within the FDU covered by this FSP. 
 
To meet the objective for maintaining suitable habitat areas for Marbled Murrelet, consistent with 
the Order and the Notice, the licensee proposes the following Results:   
 
Applicable Forest 

Development 
Unit(s) 

Result 

Squamish FDU 

In this result “Order” means the: Ministerial Order – Order for the 
Recovery of Marbled Murrelet (Brachyramphus marmoratus) - effective 
December 2, 2021. 
 
When planning and conducting primary forest activities, the Licensee will 
comply with the Order by maintaining the amount of Suitable Habitat 
equal to or greater than: 
 
a) the Minimum Threshold in Landscape Unit Aggregate SeatoSky1 
(Schedule 7, Table 1 of the Order), and 
 
b) the Suitable Habitat Target in Landscape Unit Portion Mamquam and 
Landscape Unit Portion East Howe (Schedule 7, Table 2, column A of the 
Order). 
 

 
Applicable Forest 

Development 
Unit(s) 

Result 

Squamish FDU 

In this result “Notice” means the: Notice – Indicators of the Amount, 
Distribution and Attributes of Wildlife Habitat Required for the 
Survival of Marbled Murrelet (Brachyramphus marmoratus) - effective 
December 2, 2021. 
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When planning and conducting primary forest activities, the Licensee will 
comply with the Notice by maintaining the amount of Suitable Habitat 
equal to or greater than the MAMU Suitable Habitat targets (Table 2 and 
3 of the Notice) with Attributes provided in Schedule 1 of the Notice, to be 
established as: 
 
a) MAMU Wildlife Habitat Areas in Landscape Unit Portion Mamquam 
and Landscape Unit Portion East Howe; and 
 
b) MAMU Wildlife Habitat Areas and Old Growth Management Areas in 
Landscape Unit Portion Mamquam and Landscape Unit Portion East 
Howe. 

2.4.4. Coastal Tailed Frog (Ascaphus truei) 
 
Coastal Tailed Frogs (Ascaphus truei) were at one time protected by specific designated habitat 
areas as per the NOTICE – INDICATORS OF THE AMOUNT, DISTRIBUTION AND 
ATTRIBUTES OF WILDLIFE HABITAT REQUIRED FOR THE SURVIVAL OF SPECIES AT RISK 
IN THE SQUAMISH FOREST DISTRICT. However, it was subsequently determined that 
sufficient Coastal Tailed Frog habitat had been protected through the establishment of reserves 
for other species, and that as such, section 1c) of the ‘Order – Wildlife Habitat Areas #2-272 to 
#2-297, #2-381 to #2-386, #2-388, #2-390 to #2-406, #2-436 to #2-443 Grizzly Bear – Squamish 
Forest District’ (Appendix D) states that “pursuant to Section 7(3) of the FPPR, persons required 
to prepare a Forest Stewardship Plan are hereby exempt from the obligation to prepare results or 
strategies in relation to the objective set out in section 7(1) of the FPPR for Coastal Tailed Frog in 
the Sea to Sky Natural Resource District”.  
 
The Licensee plans to implement additional Coastal Tailed Frog habitat management at the stand 
and landscape level and has prepared the following strategy: 
 
Applicable Forest 

Development 
Unit(s) 

Strategy 

Squamish FDU 

In respect of Coastal Tailed Frog (Ascaphus truei):  
 
For watercourses with known Coastal Tailed Frog populations, or those 
with high value habitat, as determined by a Qualified Person, when 
planning and conducting primary forest activities, the Licensee will adhere 
to the following strategies:  
 
 Machinery will not cross these streams except on a road.  
 Road crossings will be minimized wherever practical.  
 Machinery working within the Riparian Management Zone will be 

minimized wherever practical.  
 A minimum 10m wide Reserve Zone will be established along both 

sides of each watercourse containing known tailed frog populations or 
high value habitat, which will be subject to the restrictions listed in 
Section 51 of the FPPR.

2.4.5. Northern Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis laingi & atricapillus ssp.) 
 
According to scientific studies, there are two species of Northern Goshawk: Accipiter gentilis 
laingi & atricapillus. The A. g. laingi subspecies is listed as ‘threatened’ by COSEWIC under the 
Species at Risk Act, listed as ‘imperiled’ by the BC Conservation Data Centre, and is a ‘red-
listed’/ ‘endangered species’ provincially. The A. g. laingi subspecies is also the subject of a 
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federal recovery strategy. The A. g. atricapillus subspecies is not listed federally, is listed as a 
‘species of special concern’ by the BC Conservation Data Centre, and is a ‘blue-listed’/ ‘species 
of special concern’ provincially. There are no established WHAs or objectives, or FPPR Section 7 
Notices currently in effect for Northern Goshawk in the Sea to Sky Natural Resource District. 
 
The two subspecies of Northern Goshawk in British Columbia are believed to occupy different 
habitats. The (A. g. laingi) was previously believed to be a coastal subspecies and the (A. g. 
atricapillus) is an interior subspecies (Parks Canada Agency 2017). In a recent study, it was 
identified that A. g. laingi is found solely in Haida Gwaii and is not believed to occupy other 
coastal areas as previously thought (Geraldes et al. 2019) but this information has not yet been 
applied to Provincial Government planning processes. It is most likely that the subspecies that 
would be encountered in the Squamish FDU is the A. g. atricapillus subspecies.  
 
The following strategy is proposed for Northern Goshawk habitat:  
 
As per direction from a letter issued by the Acting District Manager for the Sea to Sky Natural 
Resource District (Shaw-MacLaren, FLNRORD, 2016), the laingi subspecies has been added to 
this FSP. In addition, the Licensee will follow the general guidance provided by the District 
Manager for the Sea to Sky Natural Resource District regarding “Northern Goshawk Breeding 
Habitat Protection” (Dave Southam, FLNRORD, 2019). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Applicable Forest 

Development 
Unit(s) 

Strategy 

Squamish FDU 

In respect of Northern Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis laingi): 
 
When planning and conducting primary forest activities, the Licensee will 
adhere to the following strategies:  

 If a Northern Goshawk nest is located, a Qualified Person will 
determine appropriate measures to act in accordance with the 
Wildlife Act, the Implementation Plan for the Recovery of 
Northern Goshawk, laingi Subspecies (Accipiter gentilis laingi) in 
British Columbia (FLNRORD, February 2018), the Science-Based 
Guidelines for Managing Northern Goshawk Breeding Areas in 
Coastal British Columbia (McClaren et al 2015) and other 
pertinent information. Measures developed by the Qualified 
Person will be implemented by the Licensee to avoid disturbance 
to the nest or individual goshawk. These measures include but 
will not be limited to: timing restrictions on activities with potential 
to disturb nesting goshawks and/ or delineating no-work zones of 
an appropriate width on active nest sites. Buffer width and 
management considerations will be based on site specific 
features such as nest activity, nest location, surrounding 
topography, forest cover and habitat types, auditory screening 
characteristics of the landscape and the types of activities 
expected to occur adjacent to nest. 

 If a Northern Goshawk or Northern Goshawk nest is encountered 
when planning or conducting primary forest activities it will be 
reported to the BC Conservation Data Centre and Ministry of 
Forests Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural 
Development (FLNRORD) as soon as practical. 
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 Prior to initiating fieldwork, field staff will be trained in the 
identification of Northern Goshawk individuals, their habitat, and 
their nests. 
 

2.4.6. Pacific Water Shrew (Sorex bendirii) 
 
There are no established WHAs or objectives, or FPPR Section 7 Notices currently in effect for 
the Pacific Water Shrew (Sorex bendirii) in the Sea to Sky Natural Resource District. However, it 
is listed as Endangered in Canada by COSEWIC under the Federal Species at Risk Act, listed as 
Imperiled by the BC Conservation Data Centre, and is a Red-Listed / Endangered Species 
provincially. The Pacific Water Shrew is also the subject of a draft Federal recovery strategy. The 
current documented range of the Pacific Water Shrew in British Columbia includes the Fraser 
Valley, Lower Mainland and as far north as Squamish. While there are currently no locally 
reported occurrences, there is potential that the Pacific Water Shrew is present in the valley 
bottoms of the Community Forest area. According to the working committee on this species, the 
Pacific Water Shrew is associated with skunk cabbage marshes, red alder, riparian and stream 
habitats, and dense wet forests of western redcedar in the lower mainland. Most captures are in 
riparian habitats in close proximity to water (Environment Canada 2014).  
 
To protect Pacific Water Shrew habitat, the Licensee proposes the following strategy: 
 
 
 
 
Applicable Forest 

Development 
Unit(s) 

Strategy 

Squamish FDU 

In respect of Pacific Water Shrew (Sorex bendirii): 
 
When planning or conducting primary forest activities within an area with 
known or newly identified Pacific Water Shrew populations, the Licensee 
will: 
 

 Seek advice from a Qualified Person on the management and 
protection of Pacific Water Shrew or their habitat, and 

 Ensure that that advice is incorporated into a plan and that the plan 
is implemented. 

 Report sightings to the BC Conservation Data Centre.  
 Prior to planning or conducting primary forest activities, train field 

staff in the identification of Pacific Water Shrew and its habitat. 
 

  

2.4.7. Mountain Goat (Oreamnos americanus) 
To manage for the winter survival of specified ungulate species (Mountain Goat, Black-tailed 
Deer, and Moose), Ungulate Winter Range (UWR) areas containing suitable habitat to promote 
winter survival of these ungulate species have been established in the plan area. UWRs are 
subject to specific management requirements as defined by the Order establishing them. 
 
Applicable Forest 

Development 
Unit(s) 

Result/Strategy 
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Squamish FDU 

In respect of Mountain Goat (Oreamnos americanus) 
 
With respect to the ORDER-UNGULATE WINTER RANGE #U2-002 
(October 16, 2003) which establishes winter ranges for Mountain Goats 
(Appendix D): 
 
When planning and conducting primary forest activities, the Licensee will 
comply with the ORDER and manage Mountain Goat Winter Ranges, as 
identified on the FSP maps (Appendix B), in accordance with Objectives 
#1 and #2 of the Order. 
 
In addition, the Licensee will also adopt the following strategy when 
operating adjacent to a Goat Winter Range (GWR) polygon:  
 No primary forest activities will occur within 500m of a GWR polygon 

that could disturb mountain goats during the critical overwintering 
and kidding period from November 1st to April 30th unless measures 
are taken to ensure Mountain Goats are not disturbed by the 
operations, as prescribed by a Qualified Person.  
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2.4.8. Black-tailed Deer (Odocoileus hemionus) 
 
Applicable Forest 

Development 
Unit(s) 

Result and Strategies 

Squamish FDU 

In respect of Black-tailed Deer (Odocoileus hemionus spp.): 
 
With respect to the ORDER - Amendment to UNGULATE WINTER 
RANGE U-2-005 Black-tailed Deer and Moose – Sea to Sky Forest 
District (October 31, 2014) which established Ungulate Winter Ranges 
for Black-tailed Deer and Moose (Appendix D): 
 
When planning and conducting primary forest activities, Licensee will 
comply with the ORDER and manage Ungulate Winter Ranges for Black- 
tailed Deer, as identified on the FSP maps (Appendix B), in accordance 
with the ORDER. 
 
In addition to the objectives listed in the Order, when conducting primary 
forest activities within a Deer Winter Range Rotation Unit, the Licensee 
will also adopt the following strategies:  
 Timber will be harvested using a Retention silviculture system.  
 Understory trees will be retained wherever practical.  
 A report will be prepared by a Qualified Person using spatial analysis 

and ground-truthing to ensure the requirements of the Order are met 
prior to commencement of a primary forest activity.  
 

 
In addition to the legally defined measures, the Licensee will apply best practices to further 
protect habitat for Mountain Goats and Black-tailed Deer at the site level. Examples include 
protection of unique habitat features such as mineral licks, day beds, and travel corridors, the use 
of retention silviculture systems, and retention of large crown trees to provide snow interception 
cover. These features will be protected through strategic placement of WTRAs or individual tree 
retention. 

2.4.9. Moose (Alces alces) 
 
Applicable Forest 

Development 
Unit(s) 

No Results or Strategies required 

Squamish FDU 

In respect of Moose (Alces alces): 
 
As there are no Moose Winter Ranges in the FDU covered by this FSP, 
no results or strategies are required. 
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2.4.10. Survival of Regionally Important Wildlife 
 
The Minister responsible for the Wildlife Act has not identified any Regionally Important Wildlife 
within the FDU identified in this FSP; therefore, no results or strategies are required.  
 
No results or strategies have been prepared for Regionally Important Wildlife, as none have been 
designated within the Squamish FDU. 
 

2.4.11. Roosevelt Elk 
 
Roosevelt elk (Cervus canadensis roosevelti) has been identified by both Squamish Nation and 
Tsleil-Waututh Nation as a culturally important species. Elk are prey for top predators and 
influence plant phenology and successional pathways in their preferred habitats (FLNRORD 
2015). Roosevelt elk were locally extirpated due to historic hunting pressure and have since been 
reintroduced. UWRs for Roosevelt elk and black-tailed deer have been established throughout 
the West Coast Region but not in the South Coast Region where the FDU in this FSP is located.  
 
In respect of Roosevelt elk, the FSP holder is committed to developing site-specific and 
landscape level measures to address concerns associated with management and protection of 
this species. Management measures pertaining to Roosevelt elk protection may include but will 
not be limited to the following:  

 Not using herbicides during silviculture activities and treatments;  
 Developing strategies to reduce the potential for traffic conflicts / motor vehicle conflicts; 
 Consider Roosevelt elk during access management planning by minimizing road densities 

across the FDU; and 
 Planning landscape-level block arrangement to promote a range of forest ages classes to  
   provide sufficient forage, thermal and security cover across the landscape. 

 
2.5. Water, Fish, Wildlife and Biodiversity within Riparian Areas 

Section 8 of the FPPR states that the objective set by the Provincial Government for water, fish, 
wildlife and biodiversity within riparian areas is “to conserve, at the landscape level, the water 
quality, fish habitat, wildlife habitat and biodiversity associated with those riparian areas.”  
 

Applicable 
Forest 

Development 
Unit(s) 

Strategy 

Squamish 
FDU 

In respect of water, fish, wildlife and biodiversity within riparian areas: 
 
When conducting primary forest activities, the Licensee will comply with the 
following sections of the FPPR as those sections were on the date of submission 
of this FSP: 
 

● Section 47 (Stream Riparian Classes),  
● Section 48 (Wetland Riparian Classes),  
● Section 49 (Lake Riparian Classes),  
● Section 50 (Restrictions in a Riparian Management Area),  
● Section 51 (Restrictions in a Riparian Reserve Zone), 
● Section 52(2) (Restrictions in a Riparian Management Zone), and  
● Section 53 (Temperature Sensitive Streams). 
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Applicable 
Forest 

Development 
Unit(s) 

Strategy 

Squamish 
FDU 

In respect of retention of trees within riparian management zones: 
 
(1)  In respect to sections 8 and 12(3) of the FPPR, to address the retention of 
trees in a riparian management zone, the Licensee will:  
 

(a)  ensure that prior to harvesting; retention levels within the RMZ’s are 
determined by a Qualified Person through a riparian assessment that 
considers:   

i) all the factors listed in Schedule 1, section 2 of the FPPR as that 
section was on the date of submission of this FSP, and  
ii) potential site-specific safety and operational issues. 

(b)  design cutblocks and roads in a manner that is consistent with the 
retention levels as determined by the Qualified Person as described in (a). 
(c) plan and conduct primary forest activities consistent with the results 
and recommendations of the assessment (a) and the design (b). 

 
The Licensee will meet or exceed the level of retention for each riparian 
classification as detailed in the following table: 

Basal Area Retention within a Riparian Management Zone  

Riparian Class
Minimum Basal Area to be Retained 

Within the RMZ 
S1-A or S1-B stream 20% 

S2 stream 20% 

S3 stream 20% 

S4 stream 10% 

S5 stream 10% 

S6 stream 0% 

All classes of wetlands or lakes 10% 

Where determined to be appropriate and practical, the basal area retained 
within a RMZ will be similar to the pre-harvest stand structure attributes, may 
include both coniferous and deciduous vegetation, with consideration given to 
specific stand attributes, understory vegetation (consistent with applicable 
stocking standards), large wildlife trees and coarse woody debris.  

 

 
Additional retention within the Riparian Management Zone (RMZ) may be prescribed prior to 
harvesting by a Qualified Person, having regard to:  
 

 Potential safety hazards. 
 Operational constraints, economics and efficiency. 
 The need to buffer the riparian feature from the introduction of materials that are 

deleterious to water quality of fish habitat. 
 The role played by trees and understory vegetation in conserving water quality, fish 

habitat, wildlife habitat and biodiversity. 
 The role of the RMZ in maintaining stream bank and stream channel integrity and 

normally functioning drainage processes. 
 The relative importance and sensitivity of the riparian feature/class in conserving 

water quality, fish habitat, wildlife habitat and biodiversity. 
 The type, timing or intensity of forest practices that are proposed. 
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 The species composition and physical structure of the riparian management zone as 
it was prior to timber harvesting. 

 The role of the RMZ, where applicable, in maintaining the integrity of the associated 
reserve zone. 

 The risk as determined by assessment of windthrow within the RMZ. 
 The risk of riparian area impacts, where applicable, as determined by a terrain 

stability field assessment. 
 The role of forest shading in controlling an increase in temperature of a stream, if the 

increase might have a deleterious effect on fish or fish habitat. 
 The potential for and risk from downstream transport of introduced woody material if 

falling and yarding across riparian features is planned. 
 The potential for and risk of stream bank instability, introduction of deleterious 

substances and transport of introduced woody or sediment materials if machine 
crossing of riparian features is planned. 

 The probability of traditional and current First Nation uses. 
 
Riparian management boundaries will be marked in the field (where necessary), shown on 
operational maps, documented in the Site Plan, and discussed with operators prior to start-up in a 
pre-work.  
 

2.6. Fish Habitat in Fisheries Sensitive Watersheds 

Watersheds with very high downstream fisheries value may be designated by the Provincial 
Government as “Fisheries Sensitive Watersheds” under Schedule 2 of the FPPR. No watersheds 
within the Squamish FDU have been designated as such, and therefore no results or strategies 
apply. The Licensee will maintain the protection of fish habitat by following the relevant sections 
of the FPPR, including the establishment of riparian reserve zones adjacent to fish-bearing 
streams, described above in Section 2.5 of this FSP.  
 
Applicable Forest 

Development 
Unit(s) 

No Results or Strategies Required 

Squamish FDU 
No results or strategies are required for Fisheries Sensitive Watersheds, 
as none are identified in Schedule 2 of the FPPR within the Sea to Sky 
Natural Resource District or the Squamish FDU. 

 
2.7. Water in a Community Watershed 

As defined in section 8.2 of the FPPR, the objective set by government for water being diverted 
for human consumption through a licensed waterworks in a community watershed, is to ensure 
the cumulative hydrological effects of primary forest activities within the watershed area do not 
result in; 

 A material adverse impact on the quantity of water or the timing of the flow of water 
from the waterworks, or 

 The water from the waterworks having a material adverse impact on human health 
that cannot be addressed by water treatment.  

 
Almost all of the Stawamus Community Watershed and a large portion of the Mashiter 
Community Watershed are located in the Squamish Community Forest (see maps in Appendix 
B). 
 
The Stawamus River and Mashiter Creek Integrated Watershed Management Plan (IWMP) was 
completed in 1998 and approved in principle in 2000 with a caveat that work continue resolving 
the issue of public access and gating of the Stawamus/Indian Forest Service Road. The IWMP is 
now out of context with the current land uses and needs to be updated. Watershed assessments 
of Stawamus River and Mashiter Creek were completed in 2001 and are now also out of date. 
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Until such time as the IWMP is updated, the Community Forest will apply the requirements for 
assessments as if there were no assessments or IWMP in place. As such, the Licensee proposes 
the following: 
 
Applicable Forest 

Development 
Unit(s) 

Result 

Squamish FDU 

 
In respect of Community Watersheds without existing Watershed 
Assessments: 
 
If primary forest activities are planned for a community watershed that is 
subject to section 8.2 of the FPPR at the time of submission of this FSP, 
and that is not the subject of a current Watershed Assessment; the 
Licensee will: 
 
1) Engage a Qualified Person to conduct an assessment of the 

watershed in which the activities are proposed. The scope and detail 
of the assessment are to be commensurate with the size of the 
watershed, scale of proposed activities and the potential risk to water 
quality. The assessment is to include but not be limited to, a review 
of: 

 the cumulative hydrological effects of previous and planned 
primary forest activities within the community watershed and 
any other requirements listed in Section 8.2 of the FPPR, 

 slope stability,  
 harvest history and green-up status, 
 road density, 
 the degree of hydrologic recovery, and 
 potential risk to water quality, timing and flow. 

2) Provide an opportunity for the Community Watershed stakeholders to 
review and comment on the resulting assessment. The Licensee will 
consider and reply in writing to written comments that are received 
within 30 days of the assessment becoming available for stakeholder 
review. 

3) Plan and conduct primary forest activities consistent with the results 
and recommendations of the assessment. 
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2.8. Other Water Users 

There are a number of water licenses held within the Squamish FDU. Water license holders will 
be considered to be stakeholders if their license is potentially affected by planned activities. The 
location of water license points of diversion within the Squamish Community Forest area are 
illustrated on the FSP Maps (Appendix B). Prior to undertaking any harvesting activities upstream 
of a water license the following measures will be carried out: 
 
 Available mapping data illustrating water license locations will be reviewed to determine if 

there are any active water licenses located downstream from the area of planned harvest 
with potential to be impacted by harvesting operations. 

 It there is potential for impact, the holder of the water license will be identified and 
information sharing regarding planned timber harvesting will be undertaken.  

 Appropriate assessments and activity planning will be completed by a Qualified Person to 
prevent adverse material impacts to water quality and flow during primary forest 
operations.  

 If required, development of the block specific site plan will detail the management 
requirements that will be put in place to protect water quality and water works structures. 

 The identified water user will be given the opportunity to review the operational plan to 
ensure all concerns regarding impacts to water quality and water license are addressed. 

 
2.9. Wildlife and Biodiversity – Landscape Level 

2.9.1. Cutblock Location and Design 
 
Section 9 of the FPPR states that the objective set by the Provincial Government for wildlife and 
biodiversity at the landscape level are “…to the extent practicable, to design areas on which 
timber harvesting is to be carried out that resemble, both spatially and temporally, the patterns of 
natural disturbance that occur within the landscape.”  
 
Applicable Forest 

Development 
Unit(s) 

Result 

Squamish FDU 
When planning and conducting primary forest activities, the Licensee will 
comply with Sections 64 (Maximum Cutblock Size) and 65 (Harvesting 
Adjacent to Another Cutblock) of the FPPR. 

 
Limits on maximum cutblock size and on harvesting adjacent to existing non-greened up 
cutblocks will be applied to ensure all operations remain consistent with the objectives for wildlife 
and biodiversity at the landscape level.  

2.9.2. Old Growth Management Areas 
Old Growth Management Areas (OGMAs) have been legally established within the Squamish 
FDU by the Ministerial Order Land Use Objectives for the Lizzie, Mamquam, Tuwasus, Sloquet 
High, Sloquet North, Sloquet South Landscape Units, located in the Sea to Sky District, and the 
Order to Establish a Landscape Unit and Objectives – East Howe Landscape Unit.  
 
OGMAs are legally designated to retain representative forest stands in old forest conditions, 
spatially distributed across each landscape unit (LU), throughout each biogeoclimatic ecosystem 
classification (BEC) subzone variant. The location of OGMAs in the Squamsh FDU is illustrated 
on FSP maps in Appendix B. Copies of the Landscape Unit Orders and their respective 
objectives can be found in Appendix C. 
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OGMAs contain either intact stands of forest greater than 250 years old with old growth stand 
structure attributes or forested stands that are less than 250 years old, where old growth stand 
structure attributes can be recruited. 
 
 

Applicable 
Forest 

Development 
Unit(s) 

Strategy 

Squamish 
FDU 

 

In respect of wildlife and biodiversity at the landscape level: 
 
In accordance with Section 25.1 (2) of the FPPR, when planning and conducting primary 
forest activities, the Licensee will manage landscape level biodiversity consistent with 
Part 2 - Objectives and Part 3 – Identification of Replacement Area and 
Communication of the Order Establishing Land Use Objectives for the Lizzie, 
Mamquam, Tuwasus, Sloquet High, Sloquet North, Sloquet South Landscape Units, 
located in the Sea to Sky District, and Objectives 1 and 2 of the Order to Establish a 
Landscape Unit and Objectives – East Howe Landscape Unit by; 
 
1) Avoiding primary forest activities within Old Growth Management Areas (OGMA) 
established by the Orders and shown on FSP maps, unless suitable replacement area is 
available and the primary forest activity is consistent with the exemptions for primary 
forest activities provided below.  
 
2) Within the Mamquam LU, primary forest activities within OGMA are permitted only 
when the area of trees felled within the OGMA or the OGMA incursion area meet the 
following requirements: 

 < 2.0ha 
 < 5.0% of an OGMA area 

whichever is lesser. 
 
3) Within the East Howe LU, where sufficient suitable replacement area is available in the 
BEC variants listed below, the Licensee may undertake primary forest activities within 
OGMAs that are greater than 10.0ha in size, for operational reasons, up to a cumulative 
maximum defined in the table below: 
 

Cumulative Maximum OGMA replacement (Ha) by Variant – East Howe LU 

CWHdm 10

CWHvm1 n/a

CWHvm2 35ha

MHmm1 55ha
 
provided that suitable replacement area of equivalent or better quality and quantity is 
identified in order of priority, 
 

   Immediately adjacent to the existing OGMA, or 
   In the same variant and landscape unit as the existing OGMA, and 
   In the Mamquam LU, the suitable replacement area is located as close as 

practicable to the OGMA subject to primary forest activities; where  
 

“operational reasons” refers to primary forest activities which are necessary to be 
completed within an established OGMA to address a safety concern or an operational 
constraint on areas directly adjacent to an OGMA, where the safety concern or the 
constraint on completion of a primary forest activity cannot be addressed or completed 
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Applicable 
Forest 

Development 
Unit(s) 

Strategy 

without impact on the OGMA.  
 
“cumulative maximum” refers to the sum of all OGMA incursions occurring within each 
BEC zone / variant represented within each Landscape Unit, for OGMA established by 
the individual Orders to Establish Landscape Units and any associated amendments, 
and;  
 
“suitable replacement area” refers to the areas selected for replacement that maintain or 
improve ecological attributes and spatial distribution of OGMA. 
 
Primary forest activities within OGMA consistent with the replacement criteria provided in 
(2) and (3) are permitted only within OGMA located in the East Howe LU which meet the 
following requirements: 

    OGMAs >10ha to <50ha in size where the primary forest activity affects the 
OGMA by <5ha, 

    OGMAs >50ha to <100ha in size where the primary forest activity affects the 
OGMA by <10ha 

    OGMAs >100ha where the primary forest activity affects the OGMA by <10% 
    Construction of <500m of road or a bridge within an OGMA where there is no 

other practicable option. As an alternative to finding suitable replacement area, 
the licensee may permanently deactivate and rehabilitate a temporary road or 
bridge site within 4 years of the completion of the primary forest activity. 

 
Within the Mamquam LU any trees felled within an OGMA to prevent insect infestations or 
diseases posing a significant threat to forest health, or to remove an identified safety 
hazard within road right of ways, recreation sites or trails are to be left on site to function 
as coarse woody debris, except where the CWD will pose a significant risk to forest 
health. 
 
The exemptions from the no harvest requirements described in (2) and (3) do not apply to 
the following OGMA within each respective LU. 
 

East Howe  Mamquam 

6, 7, 35  6, 35, 55, 77, 102, 110, 112 

No primary forest activities are to occur in these OGMA’s. 
 
4) During planning and prior to conducting primary forest activities within an OGMA 
identified as suitable for replacement as per (2) and (3) above, the Licensee will employ a 
Qualified Person to prepare a rationale to support the request for approval to complete 
primary forest activities within and designate appropriate replacement area for an 
established OGMA. This request will be submitted to the Delegated Decision Maker 
(DDM) for the Sea to Sky Natural Resource District prior to submission of a cutting permit 
(CP) or road permit (RP) application. The rationale will include: 

    A map of the proposed areas for removal and replacement which illustrates the 
location, ecological classification and areal extent of the removal and 
replacement areas and confirmation of consistency with (2) and (3)   

    An analysis of the cumulative OGMA replacement history completed within the 
applicable LU to demonstrate consistency with the cumulative maximum criteria 
described in (2) 

    A description of the ecological attributes on the proposed removal / replacement 
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Applicable 
Forest 

Development 
Unit(s) 

Strategy 

area that will be maintained or improved.  
    A description of the location of the proposed removal / replacement area and how 

the area selected as replacement will maintain or improve the spatial distribution 
of OGMA within the LU. 

 A description of the operational reason, as defined in (2), for which the removal and 
replacement are being requested. 
 

Upon approval by the DDM for an OGMA removal and replacement the Licensee will 
provide the relevant spatial data to the Sea to Sky Natural Resource District to facilitate 
update of the BC Geographic Warehouse (BCGW). Spatial updates are to be provided 
within the calendar year in which the removal and replacement is approved.  
 
5) The criteria for removal and replacement of OGMA described in (2), (3) and (4) also 
apply in the specific circumstances, where the following primary forest activities are 
permissible activities requiring OGMA replacement. 

   Timber harvest may occur within an OGMA to prevent the spread of insect 
infestations or diseases that pose a significant threat to forested areas outside of 
OGMAs, 

    Construction of rock quarries and gravel pits under the authority of forest tenure 
where the development will be located immediately adjacent to existing roads 
under tenure and will affect the OGMA by <0.5ha, and 

   Intrusions, other than those specified, that affect an OGMA by less than 0.5ha.  
 
6) The criteria for removal and replacement of OGMA described in (2), (3), (4) and (5) do 
not apply in the specific circumstances, where the following primary forest activities are 
considered to be permissible activities for safety purposes which would not require OGMA 
replacement, such as;  

    Maintenance, deactivation, removal of danger trees, or brushing and clearing on 
existing roads under active tenure within the right-of-way for safety purposes. 

    Felling of guyline clearance, tailhold anchor trees, or danger trees (except high 
value wildlife trees) along cutblock boundaries or within the right-of-way on new 
road/bridge alignments to meet safety requirements. 
 

7) During planning and prior to conducting primary forest activities, and despite the 
criteria for removal and replacement of established OGMA defined in (2) through (5), the 
Licensee may employ a Qualified Person to prepare a rationale to request the relocation 
of an OGMA through an amendment to the Land Use Order establishing the Landscape 
Unit and respective OGMAs, with no restriction on the size of the area to be relocated. 
This approach will only apply to situations where a previously unknown significant forest 
resource value(s) requiring protection is identified within an area where primary forest 
activities are planned. This approach will only be utilized to relocate OGMA, where the 
relocation would result in increased protection of the identified high value forest 
resource(s). The request will be submitted for approval to the DDM for the Sea to Sky 
Natural Resource District prior to submission of a cutting permit (CP) or road permit (RP) 
application. The request will include; 

 A map illustrating the proposed area for removal from OGMA and the proposed 
area for OGMA relocation. 

 A description of the forest resource value requiring protection identified outside of 
the OGMA. Such resource values include but are not limited to; active goshawk 
or marbled murrelet nests, significant wildlife habitat features, important wildlife 
habitat connectivity corridors, significant archeological or cultural heritage 
artifacts, specified tree(s), the presence of endangered plants or ecosystems, or 
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Applicable 
Forest 

Development 
Unit(s) 

Strategy 

to reduce landscape fragmentation.  
 A description of the ecological attributes on the proposed removal area, with 

reference to the OGMA Summary and Rational Description for the East Howe LU 
provided as Appendix IV to the Landscape Unit Plan (LUP) prepared for the East 
Howe LU and the Landscape Unit OGMA Summary provided as Appendix III in 
the Landscape Unit Plan for Old Growth Management Areas for the Mamquam, 
Tuwasus, Lizzie and Sloquet (High,North and South) LU’s. 

 A description of the ecological attributes on the proposed relocation area that will 
be maintained or improved by relocation.  

 A description of the proposed removal and relocation area and how the selected 
OGMA relocation area will maintain or improve the spatial distribution of OGMA 
within the LU. 

 Confirmation that the relocated area is immediately adjacent to the existing OGMA, 
or, if the area immediately adjacent is unsuitable, that the relocated area is in the 
same variant and landscape unit as the existing OGMA 

 
Upon approval by the DDM for an OGMA relocation through an amendment to the Land 
Use Order, the Licensee will provide the relevant spatial data to the Sea to Sky Natural 
Resource District, to facilitate update of the BCGW. Spatial updates are to be provided 
within the calendar year in which the relocation is approved. 
 
 

 
2.10. Wildlife and Biodiversity – Stand Level 

2.10.1. Wildlife Tree Retention Areas 
Section 9.1 of the FPPR states that the objective set by the Provincial Government for wildlife and 
biodiversity at the stand level is “…to retain wildlife trees.” Wildlife trees will be retained across 
the landscape within Wildlife Tree Retention Area (WTRAs) established by the Licensee and 
associated with every cutblock harvested as per the FPPR.  
 

Applicable Forest 
Development 

Unit(s) 
Result 

Squamish FDU 

In respect of wildlife and biodiversity at the stand level: 
 
In accordance with Section 12.1 (4) of the FPPR, when planning and 
conducting primary forest activities, the Licensee will comply with or 
exceed Section 66 of the FPPR (Wildlife Tree Retention). 

 
In addition, the Order to establish a Landscape Unit for the East Howe LU has been approved 
which establishes additional criteria with regards to managing WTRAs. As such, the Licensee 
proposes the following Results for the establishment of WTRAs:  
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Applicable Forest 
Development 
Unit(s) 

Result 

Squamish FDU 
(East Howe LU) 

When conducting primary forest activities, the Licensee will manage 
stand level biological diversity and structural diversity in accordance with 
Objective 2 (1), (2) and (4) to (7) of the Order to Establish a Landscape 
Unit and Objectives – East Howe Landscape Unit (August 20, 2003), but 
will establish WTRAs in accordance with the following table, which 
replaces Table A of the Order. 

BEC Subzone % WTRA 

CWHdm (Coastal Western Hemlock – dry maritime) 7.0 

CWHvm (Coastal Western Hemlock – very wet maritime) 10.0 

MHmm (Mountain Hemlock – moist maritime) 7.0 

 
The Order establishing the Mamquam Landscape Unit does not provide WTRA establishment 
objectives. The following result is proposed for the Mamquam LU portion of the Squamish FDU in 
regard to WTRA establishment.  
 

Applicable Forest 
Development 

Unit(s) 
Result 

Squamish FDU 
(Mamquam LU) 

Within the Mamquam LU portion of the Squamish FDU the Licensee, 
when planning and conducting primary forest activities, will comply with 
the requirements of Section 66 of the FPPR. When conducting primary 
forest activities, the Licensee will manage stand level biological diversity 
and structural diversity by establishing WTRAs as follows: 

BEC Subzone % WTRA 

CWHdm (Coastal Western Hemlock – dry maritime) 7.0 

CWHds (Coastal Western Hemlock – dry submaritime) 7.0 
CWHms1 (Coastal Western Hemlock – moist submaritime) 7.0
CWHvm2 (Coastal Western Hemlock – moist submaritime) 7.0
MHmm (Mountain Hemlock – moist maritime) 7.0 

 
Applicable Forest 
Development 
Unit(s) 

Result 

Squamish FDU 
 

In respect of wildlife and biodiversity at the stand level: 
 
With regard to objective 2(3) of the Order establishing the East Howe LU, 
and with section 12.1(4) of the FPPR, in the Mamquam LU. When 
planning and conducting primary forest activities, the Licensee may 
harvest timber from within an established WTRA if replacement WTRA 
exists of equivalent quantity and equivalent or better quality within the 
same BEC zone, and immediately adjacent to the cutblock for which the 
WTRA was assigned. 
 
Prior to initiating primary forest activities within a previously established 
WTRA, a replacement plan will be prepared by a Qualified Person. The 
replacement plan will provide the rationale which supports the decision to 
harvest within and replace a WTRA. The Licensee will ensure that 
primary forest activities are completed consistent with the WTRA 
replacement plan. 
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2.11. Sea to Sky Land and Resources Management Plan 

The Sea to Sky Land and Resources Management Plan is a higher-level plan that provides 
strategic direction for managing local economic development, and the long-term sustainability of 
ecological, social, and cultural values. Two Land Use Orders were established by government as 
a result of this plan: ‘Land Use Objectives for the Sea to Sky Land and Resource Management 
Plan’ (approved April 4, 2011 and amended August 13, 2013) (Appendix E1), and the ‘Sea to Sky 
Wildland Order’ (approved April 14, 2011) (Appendix E2). These orders are applicable to the 
Squamish FDU. 
 
The August 13, 2013 amendment to the Ministerial Order, ‘Land Use Objectives for the Sea to 
Sky Land and Resource Management Plan” added the definition of ‘Forested Area’ and added 
the ‘Lil’wat Nation Q’em’sam (Old Growth and Sensitive Area)’ to the areas defined as Cultural 
Places. This Order establishes specific objectives for the following designations: 

 First Nations’ Cultural Places 
 First Nations’ Cultural Management Areas 
 Floodplain Management Areas 
 Riparian Areas 

 
There are no Cultural Management Areas, Floodplain Management Areas, or Riparian Areas in 
the Squamish FDU, only Cultural Places. 

2.11.1. First Nations Cultural Places 
 

Two established Cultural Places are within the Community Forest; 
 Raffuse Creek Síiyamín ta Skwxwú7mesh (cultural site), which is completely within the 

Squamish FDU, and  
 Stawamus Creek Síiyamín ta Skwxwú7mesh (cultural site), which lies partially within the 

Squamish FDU. 
 
Cultural places are shown on the FSP maps in Appendix B.  
 
To be consistent with the Orders, the following results and/or strategies have been prepared to 
address the objectives for Cultural Places. 
 

Applicable Forest 
Development 

Unit(s) 
Strategy 

Squamish FDU 

 
In respect of First Nations Cultural Places, the Licensee will act in a 
manner consistent with the Objectives from Part 2 of the Ministerial 
Order for ‘Land Use Objectives for the Sea-to-Sky Land and 
Resource Management Plan’ (as amended August 13, 2013). 
 
Within cultural places listed in Schedule 1 of the Ministerial Order- 
which in the Squamish FDU are Raffuse Creek Síiyamín ta 
Skwxwú7mesh (cultural site), and part of Stawamus Creek Síiyamín 
ta Skwxwú7mesh (cultural site) - the Licensee will:  
 
1. Protect the cultural heritage resources within the cultural places to 
support First Nations’ food, social, ceremonial and spiritual use of the 
forest. 
  
2. The Licensee will maintain 100% of the forested area in Squamish 
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Nation Siiyamin ta Skwxwu7mesh (cultural sites). No primary forest 
activities will be planned or conducted within cultural sites 
 
Despite subsection 3(2) of the Ministerial Order, timber harvesting 
may occur in the cultural places to: 
 maintain forest health within the cultural places and adjacent 

forests; 
 address road maintenance activities within the cultural places; and 

to 
 eliminate a safety hazard. 

 
A copy of the Ministerial Order and respective objectives and 
schedule can be found in Appendix E1. 
 

2.11.2 Sea to Sky Wildland Area Order 
Wildland areas have been established in the Sea to Sky Natural Resource District pursuant to the 
Province of BC ORDER OF LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL Sea-to-Sky Wildland Area 
Order (March 24, 2011) (Appendix E2). They are typically located at higher elevations and 
include transitional forest and alpine areas. Wildland areas are not available for commercial 
logging.  
 
A large portion of the Sky Pilot Wildland Zone is within the Community Forest. The Sky Pilot 
Wildland contains popular climbing and mountaineering areas and is designated as Recreation 
emphasis. 
 

Applicable Forest 
Development 

Unit(s) 
Strategy 

Squamish FDU 

In respect of the Province of BC ORDER OF LIEUTENANT 
GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL Sea to Sky Wildland Area Order: 
 
The Licensee will not plan or conduct primary forest activities within 
Wildland Zones. This is consistent with the Province of BC ORDER OF 
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL Sea to Sky Wildland Area 
Order (March 24, 2011).

 
2.12. Cultural Heritage Resources 

Section 10 of the FPPR states that the objective set by Government for Cultural Heritage 
Resources is “to conserve, or, if necessary, protect cultural heritage resources that are (a) the 
focus of a traditional use by an aboriginal people that is of continuing importance to that people, 
and (b) not regulated under the Heritage Conservation Act. 
 
The entire Squamish FDU is entirely within the Traditional Territory of Squamish Nation. The 
majority of Squamish FDU is also within the Tsleil-Waututh Consultative Area and the southern 
portion is within the Musqueam Nation Consultative Area. 
 
A small portion of the Squamish FDU lies within or near the Areas of Interest for Seabird Island 
Band, Soowahlie First Nation, Shxw’ōwhámel First Nation, Skawahlook/ Sq’ewá:lxw First Nation, 
Stó:lō Nation and Stó:lō Tribal Council. 
 
Forest management within the Squamish FDU will take into account Squamish Nation cultural 
policies such as the Squamish Nation Heritage Policy, and the Licensee will work in cooperation 
with the Squamish Nation Cultural Cedar Tree Program Policy. 
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To conserve and protect cultural heritage resources, when primary forest activities are proposed 
within the Squamish FDU, information sharing will be completed with the pertinent First Nation(s), 
consistent with the Strategy presented below. 
 
Applicable Forest 

Development 
Unit(s) 

Strategy 

Squamish FDU 

1. The Licensee will, when conducting primary forestry activities under 
this FSP, do so in a manner consistent with: 
 
(a)  conserving or if necessary, protecting cultural heritage resources 
that are: 
i) the focus of a traditional use by an aboriginal people that is of 
         continuing importance to that people, are determined to be 
         important, valuable and scarce, as determined through:    
   documented information sharing between the Licensee and the 

affected First Nation prior to the review and comment period 
outlined in s.21 of the FPPR and/or;   

    information received from the affected First Nation in accordance 
with FPPR s.20;  

    information received from the affected First Nation in accordance 
with section 2 below.  
 

ii) not regulated under the Heritage Conservation Act or are not 
conserved and protected by other arrangements and;   
 
iii) that are likely to be adversely impacted by the activities of 
Licensee, and;   
 
iv) are capable of being addressed in the context of this FSP.   
 
2. Prior to applying for a cutting permit or road permit, the following 
process will be carried out to provide the First Nations with the 
opportunity to provide cultural heritage information and/or identify any 
potential impacts to cultural rights and title that may result from the 
proposed primary forestry activities. This pertains to "new" proposed 
development areas, where "new" refers to areas not previously 
forwarded to First Nations for review. 
       
(a) The Licensee will send maps of sufficient scale (i.e. 1:5000) 
showing the location of proposed roads and block boundaries, 
reserve areas, creeks and water features and an overview map (i.e. 
1:20,000) showing the proposed block and/or roads in context to the 
applicable First Nations community.    
 
(b) A written description of the proposed development describing any 
known values on the site and how they will be affected and/or 
protected. Values described would include but are not limited to 
information on archeological or cultural heritage resources, wildlife 
features (dens, nests, trails), riparian features, visual quality 
objectives and recreation values associated with the block. The 
Licensee will request the First Nation to review the information 
provided and to identify and inform the Licensee if there are 
undisclosed cultural heritage resources with the potential to be 
impacted by the proposed primary forest activity.   
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(c)  New information and/or feedback received from the First Nations 
within 60 days will be reviewed in the context to which the primary 
forest activities will impact upon the cultural heritage resource value.   
 
(d)  The Licensee will determine, based on information and 
recommendations received from the potentially affected First Nations, 
what options, if any, exist to eliminate or mitigate identified impacts 
from the proposed primary forest activities. If no mitigation options 
exist, forest activities will not occur without the First Nations’ approval. 
No primary forest activities will occur unless confirmation is received 
form the First Nation that the activities, as planned, are appropriate to 
protect cultural heritage resource values. 
 
(e) If during primary forest activities, previously unknown cultural 
heritage resources are discovered, the Licensee will immediately 
suspend work in the vicinity of the heritage resource value and the 
First Nations and MFLNRORD will be notified in writing, as to what 
mitigation options, if any, will be taken to conserve and/or protect the 
previously unknown cultural heritage resource values.   
 
(f)  The mitigation options identified will be required to be reviewed 
and approved by the potentially affected First Nation prior to 
continuing work in the area.  
 
3. In addition to subsection 1 and 2 of this strategy, and specific to 
western redcedar and yellow cedar for cultural wood, the Licensee 
will:   
 
(a)  plant or promote natural regeneration of western redcedar and 
yellow cedar as components of future stands, where ecologically 
suited, on areas referred to in FRPA s.29(1) and in accordance with 
the stocking standards in this FSP; and 
    
(b) at the request of a First Nation, and where the requested western 
redcedar or yellow cedar is for cultural use, and consistent with the 
historical extent of the quantity of western red cedar and yellow cedar 
used for cultural use within the area of the FSP:  
   

i) make western redcedar and/or yellow cedar for cultural use 
available through operational sources consistent with planned 
operations.  
  
ii)  assist a First Nation in identifying western redcedar/yellow cedar 
trees suitable for cultural use, should the First Nation choose to 
harvest the trees themselves.    

 
* western redcedar/yellow cedar for cultural use refers to this species used for the making of 
paddles, masks, totems, canoes and similar traditional use items. 
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2.13. Recreation Sites, Recreation Trails and Interpretive Forest Sites 

The Province of BC has not specified any objectives for recreation under the FRPA. However, 
recreation trails, recreation sites and interpretive forests were established under the FPC and 
have been continued under FRPA s.180. Any objectives associated with these sites have been 
continued under s.181 of the FRPA. There are recreation trails established under FRPA s.56 or 
authorized for construction under FRPA s. 57 within the FDU covered by this FSP. Trails 
established or authorized under section 56 and 57 have no established objectives.  
 
Several non-established / not authorized trails and recreation features exist within the Licensee’s 
operating area. 
 
The Recreation map in Appendix B illustrates the location of established recreation features as 
well as known non-established / not authorized trails within the plan area. 
 
The recreation sites, trails and interpretive forests within the Squamish FDU, at the time of FSP 
preparation are listed in Table 4. There are no Interpretive Forests within the Community Forest.  
 

Table 4. Established or Authorized Recreation Sites and Trails in the Squamish FDU 

 

FOREST FILE ID  RECREATION TRAIL NAME 
REC16116 Powerhouse Plunge 

REC16117 Ring Creek Rip 

REC16124 Wonderland 

REC169474 Eds Bypass 

REC169488 Somewhere Out There Trail 

REC169491 Bonzai Trail 

REC191665 Cam  and Phils Trail 

REC203255 Mad Hatter 

REC203258 Sky Pilot Trail Network 

REC203281 Mountain Lake Trail 

REC205538 M104 Mountain Bike Trail 

REC205540 Stl'halem Sintl' Trail -Legacy Trail 

REC205542 Full Nelson Mountain Bike Trail 

REC205544 Fools Gold Trail 

REC205638 Wheldon Trail 

REC230452 Alice Lake 

REC230497 Hot Tuna 

REC230517 Crouching Squirrel Hidden Monkey 

REC230959 Climb Stl'lhalem Sintl' 

REC230966 Meadow of the Grizzlys (pelhx-en-tl-a-stl-lhalem) 

REC240470 "Through the Looking Glass" 

REC257847 Craigs Connector 

REC258053 CB ("Slippery Salmon"?) 

REC258500 Short Circuit 

REC258510 OneUp 
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FOREST FILE ID  RECREATION TRAIL NAME 
REC258875 Mamquam 

REC261516 Intergalaltic 

REC261518 Plastic Scheisse 

REC261520 CB Upper 

REC261671 Miki's Magic 

REC265407 Alice Ridge 

REC32395 Pseudotsuga Mountain Bike Trail 

REC32397 Flat Alley 

REC32399 Upper Powersmart 

REC32401 Mamquam Plunge Connector 

REC32484 Lower Powersmart 

REC32503 Cliff's and Rob's corners 

REC32953 Half Nelson Trail 

REC33008 Bob McIntosh Trail 

REC33036 Dead End Loop 

REC33040 Made in the Shade - Alice Ridge Trail 

REC6130 PETGILL LAKE TRAIL 

REC6772 Utopia Lake Trail 

FOREST FILE ID  RECREATION SITES 
REC247289 Debecks Hill 

REC262222 Diamond Head Parking 

REC258873 Mamquam Parking 

FOREST FILE ID  RECREATION RESERVE 

REC6277  Raffuse Creek 

FOREST FILE ID  INTERPRETIVE FOREST 

n/a  None 
 
It is recognized that in the future, additional Recreation Trails or Recreation Sites may be 
authorized or established by BC Rec Sites and Trails within the Squamish Community Forest. 
 
Any non-established or unauthorized trail or feature identified during planning for primary forest 
activities will be assessed by a qualified forestry professional for the compatibility of the feature 
with respect to the range of adjacent and overlapping resource and ecological values.  
 
Non-established features which are compatible with the values present will be managed similar to 
the strategy detailed below for established features without objectives.  
 
Features not compatible with existing values or with the potential to promote degradation of an 
existing value will not be recognized or managed as a recreation feature. 
    
Within this FSP the definition of non-established / not authorized recreation resource features 
includes historical items such as old rail grades / trestles and remnants of early 20th century 
logging equipment related to past forest management and harvesting activities within the 
Community Forest area. Historical items such as this will be managed similar to the strategy 
detailed below for established features without objectives. 
 
To manage for recreation resources, the following strategies are proposed: 
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Applicable Forest 
Development 

Unit(s) 
Strategy 

Squamish FDU 

When planning and conducting primary forest activities which overlap or 
are within 30m of an established recreation site or trail for which there is 
an established objective(s), the Licensee will:  
 

 Plan and conduct primary forest activities consistent with the 
established objective(s) for each established recreation site or 
trail for which there is an established objective(s). 

 Identify the primary user group of the feature and facilitate 
consultation between the licensee, the user group and the Sea to 
Sky District Recreation Officer to identify any concerns or 
potential impacts to the feature or use of the feature and the 
strategies that can be employed to minimize or eliminate these 
impacts.  

 Provide in writing to the user group and to the District Recreation 
Officer, a summary of the consultation efforts, the identified 
concerns and the mitigation actions that will be utilized to 
minimize or eliminate the effects of the primary forest activity on 
the feature and its use. 

 
Applicable Forest 

Development 
Unit(s) 

Strategy 

Squamish FDU 

When planning and conducting primary forest activities which overlap or 
are within 30m of an established recreation site or trail for which there are 
no established objective(s), the Licensee will:  
 

 Identify the primary user group of the feature and facilitate 
consultation between the licensee and the user group to identify 
any concerns or potential impacts to the feature or use of the 
feature  

 Through consultation determine if strategies exist that can be 
employed during primary forest activities to eliminate impacts or 
reduce the impact to a level acceptable to primary users. 

 If during consultation it is determined that strategies do exist to 
eliminate impacts, then during primary forest activities these 
strategies will be implemented.  

 If during consultation it is determined that planned forest activities 
will require impact on the feature and its use, then through 
consultation with the user group the licensee will determine the 
actions that can be utilized during primary forest activities so that 
the level of impact is acceptable to the primary user group. 

 If impacts on a feature are required which would render 
ineffective the relevant established recreation site or trail, the 
licensee will seek agreements with the primary user group to 
facilitate replacement or re-establishment of the impacted portion 
of a feature, or other wise compensate the primary user group for 
the impact.    

 Provide in writing to the user group and to the District Recreation 
Officer, a summary of the consultation efforts, the identified 
concerns and the mitigation actions that will be utilized to 
eliminate, minimize, replace or compensate for the impact from 
the primary forest activity on the feature and its use.   
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The Licensee recognizes that the presence of high recreation values, numerous recreation 
features and the high level of public recreation use within the Community Forest will require 
development of cooperative relationships with various user groups to ensure effective 
consultation and communication.  
 
A process for ongoing consultation will be developed to determine management options on 
identified overlaps between recreation features and areas of planned primary forestry activities. 
Consultation is expected to include discussion of activity locations and activity timing that 
considers the expected level of recreation use of the area. Consultation will inform the scheduling 
of primary forest activities. The Licensee will strive to minimize primary forest activities during 
times of heaviest recreation use.   
 
Effective communication channels will be developed to facilitate communication between the 
Community Forest and the various recreation and public user groups and their membership. The 
location and timing of primary forest activities and related trail closures, road closures, entry 
restrictions on active areas, parking constraints, etc. will be communicated to public users and 
user groups to promote safe use of the Community Forest area for all users.    
 

2.14. Invasive Plant Species 

Section 17 of the FPPR states that “for the purpose of Section 47 of the Act, a person who 
prepares a Forest Stewardship Plan must specify measures in the plan to prevent the introduction 
or spread of species of plants that are invasive plants under the Invasive Plants Regulation, if the 
introduction or spread is likely to be the result of the person’s forest practices.”  
 
The Licensee proposes the following measures for invasive plants:  
 
Applicable Forest 

Development 
Unit(s) 

Strategy 

Squamish FDU 

In respect of the objective, invasive plant species are those identified in 
Section 2 of the Invasive Plants Regulation.  
 
For the purposes of s. 47 of FRPA, when planning and conducting 
primary forest activities the following measures will be taken by the 
Holders of the FSP to prevent the introduction or spread of invasive plants 
if such introduction or spread is likely to be the result of forest practices 
carried out under this FSP: 
 

1)    Prior to application for permits to complete Primary Forest 
Activities the licensee will review the IAPP for the presence of 
reported invasive species within or adjacent (within 500m) of the 
site where PFA are planned. The Invasive Alien Plant Program 
(IAPP), Report a Weed application will be utilized for this review. 
The IAPP is a multiple agency database for inventory and 
reporting of invasive plant location data in British Columbia. 

2)    Inventory, map and monitor the presence and spread of invasive 
plant species within cutblocks and roads under permit or 
obligation by the Licensees within the FDU’s identified in the FSP. 
This will primarily be completed while conducting field related 
forest management or primary forest activities.  

3)    Record any new occurrences of invasive plant species identified 
within the FDU and annually report their presence to IAPP / 
Report a Weed. 

4)    To prevent the establishment or spread of invasive plant species, 
where the establishment or spread of invasive species can be 
reasonably expected, the Licensees will re-vegetate, through 
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grass seeding, soils exposed by forest practices, which include 
soils disturbed during harvesting and/or road building operations 
(ditchlines, cut slopes, fill slopes) as well as deactivated roads. In 
the context of this document, the term “reasonably expected” is 
determined by the presence of invasive plant reported or 
discovered within 500m of the planned or completed PFA and 
where these activities result in conditions suitable for 
establishment or spread of invasive species (e.g., disturbed and 
exposed mineral soil). The seed used to re-vegetate exposed 
soils will be of grade Canada Common #1 Forage Mixture (or 
better) as accepted under the Canada Seeds Act (RS 1985, c S-
8) and the associated regulations. Re-vegetation of exposed soils 
will be completed within the growing season immediately 
following the timing of the activity that results in disturbance or 
exposure of the soil. 

5)    Prior to conducting forestry activities in areas where invasive 
plant species have been identified, workers will be educated to 
their presence and instructed in preventative measures to 
minimize the potential for spread. The location of Invasive species 
identified in proximity to planned primary forest activities will be 
displayed on activity maps and site specific measures for invasive 
species will be included in activity prescriptions. These measures 
will be presented / reviewed during forestry activity pre-works. 
Measures will include but are not limited to, the requirement for 
workers to check and remove invasive plants and or seeds from 
their persons and from equipment employed during forestry 
operations, prior to commencing activities. 

6)    During primary forestry activities movement of soil or ballast/fill 
materials from a location where invasive species have been 
identified as present is not permitted. 

7)    If infestations occur that can be reasonably determined to be a 
result of the Licensee’s primary forest activities, invasive plant 
materials (plants and seeds), it will be the Licensee responsibility 
to take measures to eliminate the occurrence and reduce the 
spread. 

Sites referred to in subparagraph (f), following implementation of the 
control measures, will be monitored annually until the invasive plant 
infestation is controlled or eliminated.

If invasive species occurrences are noted within the Community Forest tenure area that are not a 
result of the Licensee’s activities, the occurrences will be reported and efforts will be made to 
work with the relevant stakeholders/responsible parties to eliminate the occurrence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.15. Natural Range Barriers 

Section 18 of the FPPR states “For the purpose of Section 48 of the Act, a person who prepares 
a forest stewardship plan must specify measures to mitigate the effect of removing or rendering 
ineffective natural range barriers.”  
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There are no range tenures within the Squamish FDU. 
 
Applicable Forest 

Development 
Unit(s) 

No Results or Strategies Required 

Squamish FDU 
As there are no range tenures in the FDU covered by this FSP, no 
results or strategies are required. 
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3. Stocking Standards 

3.1.1. Stocking Standard Tables Overview 
 
Stocking standards are a set of criteria for planting and reforestation of a harvested area that the 
Licensee is responsible to implement. The FSP specifies the Stocking Standards for the FDUs to 
which the FSP applies (FPPR s. 16). Stocking standards are developed by the Licensee and 
approved by the Provincial Government under this FSP to facilitate the establishment of a free-
growing stand, as required under Section 44 of the FPPR.   
 
Stocking standards criteria include identification of the preferred and acceptable species 
permitted to be grown on a harvested area, the target and minimum density of regenerating trees, 
the minimum height and freedom from competition that regenerating trees must attain, and the 
timeframe within which a harvested area must attain both regeneration and free-growing status.  
 
Stocking standards have been developed for each biogeoclimatic zone, subzone, variant and site 
series combination found within the Squamish FDU and are presented in Appendices A1-A4. The 
stocking standards and related ecological footnotes are consistent with the BC Ministry of Forests 
Reference Guide for Forest Development Stocking Standards – Vancouver Forest Region 
(updated March 2019).   
 
Stocking Standards will be applied at the cutblock level through prescription of the specific 
standard in a site plan prepared by a Qualified Person. The site plan will describe the pre-harvest 
stand structure and the post-harvest conditions required to achieve the desired post-harvest 
stand structure and any associated objectives. 
 
As per Section 44 of the FPPR, the Licensee intends to apply stocking standards to individual 
cutblocks, rather than across multiple cutblocks collectively, as permitted under Section 45 of the 
FPPR.  
 

3.1.2. Stocking Standards for Specific Site Conditions or Objectives 
As per and the “Sea to Sky Natural Resource District Manager’s Expectations Letter” (2016), new 
stocking standards for climate change, wildfire management, wildlife management and forest 
health were considered for this FSP.  
 
The proposed stocking standards in this FSP reflect the expected influence of climate change as 
per the Reference Guide for Stocking Standards (March 2019).  
 
This FSP presents even aged stocking standards that are appropriate for use on Wildfire Urban 
Interface (WUI) areas, generally defined as those areas within 2km of residences or significant 
industrial infrastructure, where development of stand structural conditions that provide for 
reduced risk of wildfire is the desired objective. Within the Squamish Community Forest wildfire 
stocking standards have been developed for the CWHdm, as this BEC zone is present across the 
majority of the WUI within Community Forest. The FSP also includes retention and partial cut 
stocking standards for use on appropriate sites where management objectives include promotion 
of post-harvest conditions which reduce both the risk of and the potential severity of a wildfire, if 
one were to occur on the site.  
 
The use of “single entry dispersed retention stocking standards” (SEDRESS) or “intermediate cut 
stocking standards” (described below) are also appropriate as wildfire management standards. 
 
SEDRESS and intermediate cut stocking standards are also appropriate for use in areas where 
uneven-aged forest management – in which retained stems within a harvested area contribute to 
regeneration and free growing obligations - is required to achieve other non-timber objectives. 
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There are no site-specific stocking standards proposed to address forest health as there are no 
significant forest health issues currently affecting the Squamish FDU. Root diseases and dwarf 
mistletoe are endemic across the Community Forest land base at low levels. The even aged 
stocking standards and the WUI stocking standards proposed in this FSP are sufficiently diverse, 
containing tree species immune and resistant to common root diseases and mistletoe, to allow for 
use in areas where root diseases or mistletoe is present. The presence of these common 
diseases will be identified through the block Site Plan document and the reforestation section of 
the document will specify the stocking standard to be applied, the location of the forest health 
issue and the specific species mix to be planted within identified locations to mange forest health 
issues.  

3.1.3. Forest Health and Drought Stocking Standards 
 
Forest Health Adaptations Stocking Standards 
There are typically no major large-scale forest health issues within the Squamish FDU, but 
localized concerns arise sporadically from root rot diseases such as laminated root rot (Phellinus 
werii) and armillaria root disease (Armillaria ostoye). Hemlock dwarf mistletoe, although rarely 
causing mortality, can result in growth declines, stem damage and decreased timber qualities if 
infestations are significant.  
 
In accordance with the guidance for assessing FSP stocking standards’ alignment with 
addressing immediate and long term forest health issues (MFLNRO 2012) the following strategies 
are proposed to manage contiguous areas of greater than 10% of a block Net Area to Reforest 
(NAR) or greater than 1.0ha (for blocks exceeding 10.0ha), where significant forest health 
concerns from root disease or hemlock dwarf mistletoe exist.  
 
Root Disease 
Following an assessment by a Qualified Person, where root rot infected areas are identified on 
areas planned for primary forestry activities, appropriate measures to manage the infection will be 
prescribed in accordance with Managing Root Disease in British Columbia (2018). The preferred 
approach to managing root diseases at the stand level, will be to employ mechanical stumping 
treatments (pulling stumps with ground-based machinery) on identified areas of infection following 
harvesting completion and prior to reforestation activities. Stumping treatments may be 
prescribed by a Qualified Person on any identified root rot area of infection, regardless of size. 
Stumping treatments will be prescribed at the site level, through the individual site plan prepared 
for the block and the appropriate approved stocking standard for the BEC subzone and site series 
will be applied to the regenerating stand.  
 
For root rot infections that occur on areas where stumping is not an option, due to lack of access 
for the ground-based machinery required to complete stumping treatments, planting of resistant 
species within known root rot areas may be utilized as an alternative to stumping. Areas subject 
to planting of resistant species with a contiguous area of greater than 10% of the block Net Area 
to Reforest (NAR) or greater than 1.0ha (for blocks exceeding 10.0ha) will be identified by a 
Qualified Person through the block site plan as a distinct root rot Standards Unit (SU) and will 
apply the following revisions to the appropriate BEC subzone and site series stocking standard 
assigned to the root rot SU: 

  Depending on the specific root disease present, vulnerable tree species will be limited to 
a combined total of 40% of the well-spaced / free growing density. Vulnerable tree 
species are defined as either Highly or Intermediately Susceptible tree species for each 
root disease listed in Managing Root Disease in British Columbia (2018). 

 
Hemlock Dwarf Mistletoe 
On sites where pre-harvest planning identifies Hemlock Dwarf Mistletoe is present at high levels, 
clear-cut sanitation logging will be utilized and slashing of all regen layer western hemlock (<3.0m 
tall) will be completed during the primary harvesting phase to reduce the incidence of mistletoe in 
the regenerating stand. Prior to the use of a clear-cut system a Qualified Person will assess the 
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site to determine if there are other resource values present on site which would be unacceptably 
impacted under a clearcut system. Where mistletoe is present and where overstory retention is 
required for the management of other forest resource values, retention will be prescribed to be 
marked in a manner that retains as few overstory infected hemlock stems as practicable. On 
these sites retention will be marked in the following order of priority - species not susceptible to 
Hemlock dwarf mistletoe will be selected first for retention, followed by healthy hemlock stems 
with no obvious signs of mistletoe infection. Hemlock stems with obvious symptoms of mistletoe 
infection will only be marked for retention where non-susceptible species or uninfected hemlock 
are not available. All Hemlock regen layers (<3m) will be slashed to ground during harvest. On 
sites where hemlock regen layers have been slashed, where retention is required and where 
infected hemlock results in BA less than 20m2/ha of infected overstory trees remaining post-
harvest, the appropriate approved FSP stocking standard for the BEC zone and site series will be 
applied with no restrictions. On sites where hemlock regen layers have been slashed, where 
retention is required and where infected hemlock results in BA greater than 20m2/ha of infected 
overstory trees remaining post-harvest, the following revisions to the appropriate BEC subzone 
and site series stocking standards will be applied: 

  Hw and Hm will be limited to 20% of the well-spaced / free growing density. 
  Hw and Hm will not be considered a preferred or acceptable species within 15m of an 

infected overstory tree within or adjacent to the block. 
 
Drought 
No specific stocking standards are proposed or required to address drought. Due to the location 
of the community forest within the maritime seed planning zone there are no specific drought 
prone sites identified and specific Stocking Standards to address drought are not required.  

3.1.4. Even-Aged Stocking Standards for Wildfire Management 
 
Two approaches to even aged stand management to reduce wildfire risk are proposed.  
 
For stands within the WUI where timber production is identified as a primary objective, the even 
aged stocking standard, approved for the BEC zone / site series combination present on the site 
will be applied by a qualified professional. A footnote has been added to these specific SSID’s 
which identifies that when the site to which the standard is applied falls within the WUI, then a 
maximum density of total conifer stems per ha which are permitted to be present on the block at 
the time of Free Growing assessment will be applied. When an assessment survey identifies that 
the maximum permitted number of stems is exceeded, then the block will be assessed for wildfire 
risk / management options and a spacing / fuel reduction treatment will be prescribed and 
completed, prior to free growing declaration. The final spaced density will be determined by the 
qualified professional completing the assessment and preparing the treatment prescription.  
 
For stands where wildfire risk / hazard management is identified as the primary objective, even 
aged stocking standards have been developed. It is anticipated that these standards would only 
be applied on harvested areas falling within the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) that have 
elevated values at risk or are in close proximity (500m) to homes or significant infrastructure. 
These standards, when applied, will promote development and maintenance of stand structure 
which reduces the likelihood of crown fire initiation and/or minimizes the risk of a continuous 
crown fire in the future stand. Wildfire management stocking standards have been developed for 
the CWHdm which represents the BEC zone covering the WUI area within the Community Forest. 
Stocking standards have been developed for each relevant BEC zone / site series combination 
expected within the WUI. The even-aged wildfire management stocking standards include the use 
of both broadleaf and conifer species. Species selected for the standards are ecologically 
adapted to the sites but are not necessarily expected to maximize timber production when used 
as part of a fire management stocking standard.  
 
Where even-aged WUI fire management stocking standards are applied to achieve wildfire 
management objectives, the block site plan must describe the desired post-harvest stand 
structure and provide clear objectives for the management of harvesting debris and forest fuels 
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on site. The block site plan must include identification of any timing for future stand tending 
assessments or treatments to address the desired stand structure and wildfire management 
objectives. 
 
The even-aged stocking standards for wildfire management are presented in Appendix A1. 

3.1.5. Single Entry Dispersed Retention Stocking Standard [SEDRESS] 
 
The SEDRESS may only be applied to cutblocks that meet the following criteria: 

 Dispersed retention is required to achieve the following non-timber objectives. 
o To develop and maintain forest stand conditions that achieve fire management 

objectives by reducing the likelihood of crown fire and/or fast-moving high 
intensity ground fire. 

o Spotted Owl WHAs (either managed future or long term owl habitat types); 
o Stands with high value habitat for wildlife species that would benefit from a 

retained overstory; 
o Visually sensitive areas (i.e. VLI polygons with a VQO of Retention, or other 

visually sensitive area identified during planning or consultation process); 
o Stands with forest health issues that would benefit from a retained overstory. 

 Partial cut harvesting will occur with the retained overstory stems contributing towards 
regeneration and free growing obligations, and 

 Dispersed retention Residual Basal Area (RBA) will range from 9 to 39m2 / ha. 
 
Where SEDRESS is applied to achieve wildfire management objectives, the block site plan 
prepared by a Qualified Person must describe the desired post-harvest stand structure and 
provide clear objectives for the management of harvesting debris and forest fuels on site. The 
block site plan must include identification of and timing for any future stand tending treatments to 
address wildfire management. 
 
The SEDRESS is presented in Appendix A2, with damage criteria for the SEDRESS in Appendix 
A3. 

3.1.6. Intermediate Cut Stocking Standard 
 
Intermediate cuts are a stand tending entry to remove merchantable trees prior to a second pass 
or to achieve a residual stand structure that has a reduced risk of wildfire ignition, spread and 
severity. Following the initial harvest entry, the stand will continue to develop towards the desired 
stand structure, described by the block site plan. Two potential intermediate cut systems may be 
utilized to achieve both wildfire management and management of non-timber objectives: 

 Commercial Thinning - partial cuts in immature stands where trees have reached a 
merchantable size. 

 Single Stem Harvesting – partial cuts to remove pole size stems while retaining the 
dominant overstory and existing understory / advanced regen layers.  

 
For harvesting in these types, the following information must be identified and documented in the 
block site plan: 

 The preferred and acceptable species of trees. 
 The planned residual basal area or density per hectare 
 The species and function of retained stems towards satisfying non-timber resource 

objectives. 
 
When intermediate cut harvest methods are used to achieve wildfire management objectives, the 
block site plan prepared by a Qualified Person must describe the desired post-harvest stand 
structure and provide clear objectives for the management of harvesting debris and forest fuels 
on the site. The site plan must include identification of and the timing for any future stand tending 
or second pass harvesting treatments that will be required. 
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Intermediate Cut Stocking Standards may only be applied where the management of non-timber 
values is the primary objective, and/or in areas where other silviculture systems are not practical. 
Specifically, intermediate cut stocking standards will only be applied on cutblocks that meet the 
following criteria: 

 Dispersed retention is required to achieve the following non-timber management 
objectives: 

o To develop and maintain forest stand conditions that achieve fire management 
objectives by reducing the likelihood of crown fire and/or fast moving, high 
intensity ground fire. 

o Spotted owl WHAs (either Managed Forest or Long-Term Owl Habitat); 
o Stands with high value wildlife habitat for other species that would benefit from a 

retained overstory; 
o Visually sensitive areas (i.e. VLI polygons with a VQO of Retention or other 

visually sensitive area identified during the planning and consultation process) 
o Stands with forest health issues that would benefit from a retained overstory.  

 Terrain stability may be compromised by utilizing another silviculture system; 
 Significant windthrow damage would occur by utilizing another silviculture system; 
 Harvest activities will not negatively impact site productivity, as determined by a Qualified 

Person. 
 
In addition, openings will not be created that are greater than 0.1ha in size, and the residual stand 
will be substantially representative of the original stand in terms of species composition, health, 
form and vigor. 
 
The Intermediate Cut Stocking Standard is presented in Appendix A4. 

3.1.7. Specifications of Situations and Circumstances under S.16 (FPPR) 
 
S. 44(1) of the FPPR applies to the Squamish FDU where the holder of the FSP is required to 
establish a free growing stand. 
 
The applicable stocking standards, regeneration dates and free growing heights referred to in s. 
44(1)(a) and (b) of the FPPR are described in Appendix A and are applicable to the Squamish 
FDU, where the holder of the FSP proposes to conduct harvesting operations.  
 
S. 45(1) and (2) of the FPPR will not apply to any of the Squamish FDU within this FSP. 
 
With respect to S.16(4) of the FPPR, which refers to S.44(4) and harvesting timber in the 
circumstances addressed by S.44(3)(h)(i), the holder of this FSP will develop site and 
circumstance specific stocking standards which will be submitted for approval as an FSP 
Amendment. 

3.1.8. Amendments 
 
In accordance with FRPA section 197(5), the holder of this FSP specifies that it may choose to 
amend the stocking standards for silviculture prescriptions or site plans that are already in 
existence to conform to this FSP. 
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Appendix A1 – Even-Aged Stocking Standards and 
Stocking Standards for Specific Site Conditions 
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A1 - Stocking Standards with Preferred and Acceptable Species 
 

BEC STOCKING (WELL SPACED) PREFERRED SPECIES ACCEPTABLE SPECIES NOTES 

BGCZ SZ 
V
A
R 

SS 
TARGET 
STG (SPH) 

MIN. 
PREF 
& 
ACC 
(SPH) 

MIN. 
PREF 
(SPH) 

MIN. 
INTER-
TREE 
DIST. 
(M) 

RD  
(YRS) 

FG  
(YRS) 

HT 
RELATIVE 
TO 
COMP. % 

SPP 
MIN 
HT 

SPP 
MIN 
HT 

SPP 
MIN 
HT 

SPP 
MIN 
HT 

SPP 
MIN 
HT 

SPP 
MIN 
HT 

SPP 
MIN 
HT 

SPP 
MIN 
HT 

SPP 
MIN 
HT 

SPP 
MIN 
HT 

SPP 
MIN 
HT 

  

CWH dm  01 900 500 400 2 3 20 150 FDC 3.00 CW 1.50 HW 3.00 PW 2.50     HW13,PW31,ALL612,ALL623,ALL626

CWH dm  02 400 200 200 2 3 20 150 FDC 2.00 PLC 1.25  -- --     ALL520;ALL612;ALL623;ALL626

CWH dm  03 800 400 400 2 3 20 150 FDC 2.00    CW 1.00 HW 2.00     ALL612;ALL623;ALL626

CWH dm  04 900 500 400 2 3 20 150 FDC 3.00    PW 2.50 HW 3.00 CW 1.50     PW31;ALL612;ALL623;ALL626

CWH dm  05 900 500 400 2 3 20 150 FDC 4.00 CW 2.00  PW 2.50 BG 3.50 HW 4.00     PW31;BG47;ALL612;ALL623;ALL626

CWH dm  06 900 500 400 2 6 20 150 CW 1.50 HW 3.00  FDC 3.00     FDC1;ALL612;ALL623

CWH dm  07 900 500 400 2 3 20 150 FDC 4.00 CW 2.00  BG 3.50 HW 4.00     PW31;HW71;ALL612;ALL623

CWH dm  08 900 500 400 2 3 20 150 CW 2.00 BG 3.50  -- --     FDC1;BG47;ALL612;ALL623

CWH dm  09 900 500 400 2 3 20 150 CW 2.00    BG 3.50     BG1;BG47;CW1;ALL612;ALL623

CWH dm  11 400 200 200 2 3 20 150 PLC 1.25    CW 1.00     PLC1;CW1;ALL520;ALL612;ALL623

CWH dm  12 800 400 400 2 3 20 150 CW 1.00    HW 2.00 SS 3.00 PW 2.50     CW1;HW1;PW31;SS35;SS613;ALL612;ALL623

CWH dm  13 900 500 400 2 3 20 150 CW 2.00 BG 3.50 FDC 4.00 -- --     FDC1;BG47;ALL612;ALL623

CWH dm  14 900 500 400 2 3 20 150 CW 2.00 BG 3.50  --     BG1;BG47;CW1;ALL612;ALL623

CWH dm  15 800 400 400 2 3 20 150 CW 1.00    -- --     CW1;ALL612;ALL623

                    CW1;PLC7;ALL612;ALL623

CWH vm 1 01 900 500 400 2 6 20 150 CW 1.50 HW 3.00 FDC 3.00 BA 1.75 -- --     FDC9;BA13;BA47;ALL612;ALL623

CWH vm 1 02 400 200 200 2 3 20 150 PLC 1.25 CW 1.00 FDC 2.00 HW 2.00     FDC9;BA47ALL612;ALL623

CWH vm 1 03 800 400 400 2 6 20 150 CW 1.00 HW 2.00 FDC 2.00 PLC 1.25     FDC9;PLC53;ALL612;ALL623

CWH vm 1 04 900 500 400 2 3 20 150 CW 1.50 HW 3.00 FDC 3.00 BA 1.75     FDC9;BA13;BA47;ALL612;ALL623

CWH vm 1 05 900 500 400 2 3 20 150 BA 1.75 CW 1.50 FDC 3.00 HW 3.00 SS 3.00     FDC1;FDC9;FDC16;BA47;SS35;SS613;ALL612;ALL623

CWH vm 1 06 900 500 400 2 6 20 150 CW 1.50 HW 3.00 BA 1.75 -- --     FDC9;BA47;;ALL 612; ALL 623

CWH vm 1 07 900 500 400 2 3 20 150 BA 125 CW 2.00 HW 4.00 FDC 4.00 SS 4.00     FDC9;SS35;SS613;BA47;ALL612;ALL623

CWH vm 1 08 900 500 400 2 3 20 150 BA 2.25 CW 2.00 HW 4.00 SS 4.00     FDC9;SS35;SS613;BA47;ALL 612;ALL 623

CWH vm 1 09 900 500 400 2 3 20 150 BA 2.25 CW 2.00 HW 4.00 -- --     FDC9;BA47;ALL612;ALL623

CWH vm 1 10 900 500 400 2 3 20 150 CW 2.00    BA 2.25 SS 4.00     FDC9;CW1;BA1;BA47;SS1;SS35;SS613;ALL612;ALL623

CWH vm 1 12 800 400 400 2 3 20 150 CW 1.00 HW 2.00 YC 1.00 PLC 1.25     FDC9’CW1;HW1;YC1;PLC1;ALL612; ALL623

CWH vm 1 13 400 200 200 2 3 20 150 PLC 1.25    CW 1.00     FDC9;PLC1;CW1;ALL520;ALL612;ALL623

CWH vm 1 14 800 400 400 2 3 20 150 CW 1.50    HW 3.00 SS 3.0     FDC9;CW1;HW1;SS1;SS35;ALL612;ALL623

                     

CWH vm 2 01 900 500 400 2 6 20 150 CW 1.50 HW 2.50 YC 1.50 BA 1.50 SS 3.00 FDC 2.25 HM 1.00     
CW14;FDC1;FDC9;FDC14;HM13;YC13;SS35;SS613;BA
47;ALL612;ALL623

CWH vm 2 02 400 200 200 2 3 20 150 PLC 1.25 CW 1.00 FDC 1.50 YC 1.00 HW 1.75     FDC9;ALL520;ALL612;ALL623

CWH vm 2 03 800 400 400 2 6 20 150 CW 1.00 HW 1.75 FDC 1.50 YC 1.00 PW 2.50     FDC9;PW31;ALL612;ALL623

CWH vm 2 04 900 500 400 2 6 20 150 CW 1.00 HW 1.75 FDC 1.50 YC 1.00 BA 1.50 PW 2.50 HM 1.00     FDC9;PW1;PW31;HM13;BA47;ALL612;ALL623

CWH vm 2 05 900 500 400 2 3 20 150 CW 1.50 HW 2.50 YC 1.50 BA 1.75 FDC 2.25 SS 3.00 HM 1.00     
FDC1;FDC9;FDC14;HM13;SS35;SS613;BA47;ALL612; 
ALL623

CWH vm 2 06 900 500 400 2 6 20 150 CW 1.50 HW 2.50 YC 1.50 BA 1.75 HM 1.00     BA47;HM13;ALL612;ALL623

CWH vm 2 07 900 500 400 2 3 20 150 CW 2.00 HW 3.50 YC 2.00 BA 2.25 SS 4.00 HM 1.00     BA47;HM13;SS35;SS613;ALL612;ALL623

CWH vm 2 08 900 500 400 2 3 20 150 CW 2.00 HW 3.50 YC 2.00 BA 2.25 SS 4.00 HM 1.00     BA47;HM13;SS35;SS613;ALL612;ALL623

CWH vm 2 09 800 400 400 2 3 20 150 CW 1.00 HW 1.75 YC 1.00 BA 1.50 HM 1.75     CW1;HW1;YC1;BA47;HM13;ALL612;ALL623

CWH vm 2 10 400 200 200 2 3 20 150 PLC 1.25 YC 1.00  HM 1.75     PLC1;YC1;ALL520;ALL612;ALL623

CWH vm 2 11 800 400 400 2 3 20 150 CW 1.00 YC 1.00  HW 1.75 HM 1.75     CW1;YC1;HW1;ALL612;ALL623
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BEC STOCKING (WELL SPACED) PREFERRED  SPECIES ACCEPTABLE  SPECIES NOTES 

BGC 
ZONE 

SZ 
V
A
R 

SS 
TARGET 
STG (SPH) 

MIN. 
PREF 
& 
ACC 
(SPH) 

MIN. 
PREF 
(SPH) 

MIN. 
INTER-
TREE 
DIST. 
(M) 

RD  
(YRS) 

FG  
(YRS) 

HT 
RELATIVE 
TO 
COMP. % 

SPP 
MIN 
HT 

SPP 
MIN 
HT 

SPP 
MIN 
HT 

SPP 
MIN 
HT 

SPP 
MIN 
HT 

SPP 
MIN 
HT 

SPP 
MIN 
HT 

SPP 
MIN 
HT 

SPP 
MIN 
HT 

SPP 
MIN 
HT 

SPP 
MIN 
HT 

  

MH mm 1 01 900 500 400 2 7 20 125 BA 0.60 HM 1.00 YC 1.00 CW 1.00 HW 1.00     CW14;HW14;BA47;ALL612;ALL623

MH mm 1 02 800 400 400 2 4 20 125 HM 0.75 YC 0.75  CW 1.00 BA 0.60     BA47;ALL612;ALL623

MH mm 1 03 900 500 400 2 4 20 125 BA 0.60 HM 1.00 YC 1.00 HW 1.00     BA47;HW14;ALL612;ALL623

MH mm 1 04 900 500 400 2 7 20 125 BA 0.60 HM 1.00 YC 1.00 HW 1.00     BA47;HW14;ALL612;ALL623

MH mm 1 05 900 500 400 2 4 20 125 BA 0.60 YC 1.00  HM 1.00 HW 1.00     BA47;HW14;ALL612;ALL623

MH mm 1 06 800 400 400 2 7 20 125 HM 0.75 YC 0.75  BA 0.60     HM1;YC1;BA1;BA47;ALL612;ALL623

MH mm 1 07 900 500 400 2 4 20 125 BA 0.60 YC 0.75  HM 0.75     BA1;BA47;YC1;HM1;ALL612;ALL623

MH mm 1 08 400 200 200 2 4 20 125 HM 0.75 YC 0.75  HW 1.00     HW14;HM1;YC1;ALL520;ALL612;ALL623
MH mm 1 09 800 400 400 2 4 20 125 YC 0.75    HM 0.75 HW 1.00     HW14;YC1;HM1;ALL612;ALL623
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Wildfire Management Stocking Standards with Preferred and Acceptable Species  
Even Aged Management Stocking Standards for use within the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) 

 
Rational for wildfire management stocking standards: 

 The objective of the wildfire management stocking standards is to reduce the likelihood of crown fire initiation through creation of a stand with reduced canopy bulk density and increased fire resistance. 
 Height over brush percentages have been reduced to allow broadleaf species to occur on site which would reduce fire behavior. 
 The block site plan will specify the timing for specific prescribed stand tending treatments that will be required to be completed to promote increased fire resistance. These treatments will include management of harvesting and 

stand treatment slash, understory vegetation management, crown lifting and stem density reduction treatments. 
 Trees which contribute to maximum density calculations are dominant and co-dominant trees and must be at least 50% the free growing height of the tallest primary species. 
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 CWH dm 01 Fdc 3.00 Cw 1.50 Hw 3.00 - - - - - - Mb 2.00 Act 2.00 Dr 2.00     900 400 300 2.0 3 20 100 1500 400 1000  ALL612, ALL623 

 CWH dm 02 Fdc 2.00 Plc 1.30 - - - - - - - - Ep 2.00 - - - - - - - - 400 300 200 2.0 3 20 100 800 200 600 ALL612, ALL623 

 CWH dm 03 Fdc 2.00 Ep 2.00 - - - - - - - - Dr 2.00 - - - - - - - - 600 400 300 2.0 3 20 100 900 300 700 ALL612, ALL623 

 CWH dm 04 Fdc 3.00 Hw 2.50 Dr 2.00 Mb 2.00 - - - - Pw 2.30 Cw 2.50 Act 3.00 - - - - 800 400 300 2.0 3 20 100 1000 400 800 ALL612, ALL623 

 CWH dm 05 Fdc 4.00 Cw 2.00 Dr 2.00 Act 2.00 - - - - Mb 2.00 Ep 2.00 - - - - - - 800 400 300 2.0 3 20 100 1000 400 800 ALL612, ALL623 
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Table 1. Tree Species Codes and Footnote Descriptions 

Tree Species Codes Footnote# Footnote Footnote# Footnote 
Ba means amabilis fir; 1 elevated microsites are preferred 32 limited by growing-season frosts 
Bg means grand fir; 2 retired 33 footnote retired and replaced with footnote 'a' 
Bl means subalpine fir; 3 restricted to coarse-textured soils 34 risk of snow damage
Bp means noble fir; 4 restricted to medium-textured soils 35 risk of weevil damage
Cw means western red cedar; 5 footnote retired 36 retired
Fd means Douglas-fir; 6 restricted to nutrient-very-poor sites 37 retired
Hm means mountain hemlock; 7 restricted to nutrient-medium sites 38 footnote retired
Hw means western hemlock; 8 restricted to steep slopes 39 retired
“Lt” means tamarack; 9 restricted to southerly aspects 40 risk of redheart
Lw means western larch; 10 restricted to northerly aspects 41 limited by poorly drained soils 
“Pa” means whitebark pine; 11 restricted to crest slope positions 42 restricted to fresh soil moisture regimes 
Pl means lodgepole pine; 12 suitable on cold air drainage sites 43 retired
Pw means white pine; 13 restricted to upper elevations of biogeoclimatic unit 44 suitable in areas with stronger maritime influence 
Py means ponderosa pine; 14 restricted to lower elevations of biogeoclimatic unit 45 suitable in areas with stronger continental influence 
“Sb” means black spruce; 15 restricted to northern portion of biogeoclimatic unit in region 46 restricted to area north of the Dean Channel 

“Se” means Engelmann spruce; 
16 

restricted to southern portion of biogeoclimatic unit in 
region 47

risk of balsam wooly adelgid – applies to all Abies species in subzones within the regulated 
quarantine area (http://www.al.gov.bc.ca/cropprot/balsamwa.htm )

Ss means Sitka spruce; 17 restricted to western portion of biogeoclimatic unit in region 48 risk of heavy browsing by deer 
“Sw” means white spruce; 18 restricted to eastern portion of biogeoclimatic unit in region 49 retired
Sx means hybrid spruce or interior spruce; 19 retired 50 restricted to sites where the species occurs as a  
Sxs means hybrid Sitka spruce; 20 retired major species in a pre-harvest, natural stand 
“Sxw” means hybrid white spruce; 21 retired 51 restricted to areas with proven Pl performance 
Yc means yellow cedar. 22 restricted to southern Gardner Canal-Kitlope area 52 restricted to sheltered microsites with deep soil 
Broadleaf Tree Species 23 retired 53 minor component
“Acb” means balsam poplar; 24 suitable (as a major species) in wetter portion of BGCunit 54 retired
“Act” means black cottonwood; 25 retired 55 retired
“At” means trembling aspen; 26 suitable minor species on salal-dominated sites # Broadleaf Management Constraints 
“Dr” means red alder; 27 partial canopy cover required for successful establishment a productive, reliable, and feasible regeneration option 
“Ep” means common paper birch; 28 limited by moisture deficit b limited in productivity, reliability and/or feasibility 
“Mb” means bigleaf maple; 29 risk of heavy browsing by moose Localized Footnotes
“Qg” means garry oak; 30 risk of porcupine damage 60 Squamish forest district - species is acceptable in Squamish forest district only.
“Ra” means arbutus; 31 risk of white pine blister rust 61 retired
Other Notes  71 Suitable on sites where spp is >35% of the pre-harvest stand  
 
Footnote 520: Avoid Logging  
Footnote 612: MITD reduction to 1.5m can be applied in circumstances where irregular spacing is required to maximize the number of acceptable well-spaced stems. Specific examples include sites with high slash levels, colluvial sites, sites where obstacle 
planting techniques are employed to reduce snow, vegetation press or animal damage, sites where shade is imperative to seedling survival, sites with high water tables and limited / irregularly distributed productive sites or root rot areas where stump 
avoidance techniques may be employed.  
Footnote 613: Ss acceptable only southwest portion of the district. 
Footnote 614: Py acceptable only in northeast portion of the district. 
Footnote 623: As per the procedures utilized in the 1999 Squamish Forest District trial, the conifer height to brush ratio in a fireweed complex can be lowered to 100% for Fdc and Plc and 80% for the other species. Acceptable conifer performance will be 
verified by meeting height to diameter ratio at ground level of less than or equal to 50 for Fdc and Plc and less than or equal to 40 for other species. 
Footnote 624: For use on High Value Grizzly Bear Forage Types where a cluster planting strategy is to be employed. 
Footnote 625: For use on sites with severely drought-prone sites where at least two plantation failures have occurred due to demonstrated drought-induced mortality, supported by a rationale prepared by a QRP. 
Footnote 626: When used within the Wildfire Urban Interface (WUI), as identified in a block site plan, a maximum conifer density of 2000 sph applies. Prior to Free Growing an assessment of stem density is to be completed. If maximum density is exceeded, 
then a wildfire fuel reduction spacing treatment is to be developed, prescribed and implemented prior to free growing assessment and declaration. 
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Appendix A2 - Single Entry Dispersed Retention Stocking Standards 
Single Entry Dispersed Retention Stocking Standards may only be applied on cutblocks that meet the following 
criteria:  

 Dispersed retention is required to achieve the following non-timber management objectives:  
o Spotted owl WHAs (either Managed Future or Long-Term Owl Habitat type);  
o Stands with high value habitat for other wildlife species that would benefit from a retained 

overstory;  
o Visually sensitive areas (i.e. VLI polygons with a VQO of Retention, or other visually sensitive 

area identified during the planning or consultation process);  
o Stands with forest health issues that would benefit from a retained overstory.  

 Partial cut harvesting will occur with the retained overstory stems contributing towards regen and free 
growing obligations, and  

 Dispersed retention Residual Basal Area (RBA) will range from 9 to 39 m2/ha.  
 
The following stocking standards are meant to replace the multi-storied stocking standards:  
 

BEC Zone Layers 
Pref. / Acc.  

Spp. MITD
Regen 
Delay 

FG 
Declaration 

Delay

Comp. 
Brush 
Factor 

Min 
Ht 

Damage 
Criteria

As per 
FSP 
Single-
Story 
Stocking 
Standards 

Residual 
Overstory 
(Layer 1 ≥ 
12.5cm DBH) 

As per 
FSP 
Single-
Story 
Stocking 
Standards 

N/A 

As per 
FSP 
Single-
Story 
Stocking 
Standards 

Minimum  
2 years 

N/A N/A 

As per 
SEDRSS 
Damage 
Criteria for 
Layer 1

Understory 
(Layers 2,3&4 
<12.5cm DBH) 

From 
Layer 1= 
Dripline1 
 
Between 
Layers 
2,3&4= 
2.0m 

As per 
FSP 
Single-
Story 
Stocking 
Standards 

75% of 
FSP Single 
Story 
Stocking 
Standards 

As per 
SEDRSS 
Damage 
Criteria for 
Layers 
2,3&4 

1The dripline is defined as “the vertical boundary of the outside of the outer live foliage of the overstory tree”. An understory 
tree is considered outside the dripline if “the main stem pith of the understory stem is outside of the dripline as defined 
above”. Overstory stems (regardless if counted as a crop tree) inside and outside of survey plots are used to determine the 
dripline.  
 
The SU is found to have met its Regen Obligation or Free Growing Obligation if the following criteria in the 
following Tables have been met. The tables reference the Deviation from Potential (DFP) concept of assessing 
the understory’s performance under various overstory canopy densities. Refer to the Single Entry Dispersed 
Retention Stocking Standard Framework Implementation Guides for further details.  
 
All stems considered to be crop trees in this methodology must meet or exceed the damage criteria for both 
Layer 1 stems and Layers 2, 3, and 4 stems (separate damage criteria tables have been developed for each 
stand structure component). These criteria are found in Appendix A3 following the DFP tables.  
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For Old-Growth Sites Managing for Fdc Regeneration  
(for use on CWH sites with SI <28 only) 
 

DFP Threshold Value  Obligation Standard 

Average DFP  0.2 or less  

Proportion of plots in “stocked” class (below green 
on DFP table below)  

≥ 60% and  

Proportion of plots in “partial stocked” class (yellow)  ≤ 40% and  

Proportion of plots in “open” class (above red on 
DFP table)  

≤ 20%  
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For Second Growth Sites Managing for Fdc Regeneration 
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For Old Growth Cw/Hw Sites Managing for Cw/Hw Regeneration 
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Appendix A3 – Damage Criteria for Single Entry Dispersed Retention 
Stocking Standard 
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Appendix A4 - Intermediate Cut Stocking Standards 
Intermediate cuts are a stand-tending entry to remove merchantable trees prior to the final harvest, after which 
the stand continues to develop with enhanced quality and/or growth of the remaining trees. Two potential 
intermediate cut activities may be utilized: 
 

 Commercial Thinning: partial cut in immature stands where trees have reached a merchantable size.  
 Single Stem Harvesting: partial cut to remove pole-sized stems.  

  
For these types of harvesting, the following information must be provided: 

 the preferred and acceptable species of trees 
 the planned residual basal area or density per hectare 
 the species and function of any trees to be left standing to satisfy non-timber resource objectives. 

 
Intermediate Cut Stocking Standards may only be applied where the management of non-timber values is the 
primary objective, and/or in areas where other silviculture systems are not practical. Specifically, intermediate cut 
stocking standards will only be applied on cutblocks that meet the following criteria:  
 

 Dispersed retention is required to achieve the following non-timber management objectives:  
o Spotted owl WHAs (either Managed Forest or Long-Term Owl Habitat type);  
o Stands with high value habitat for other wildlife species that would benefit from a retained 

overstory;  
o Visually sensitive areas (i.e. VLI polygons with a VQO of Retention, or other visually sensitive 

area identified during the planning or consultation process);  
o Stands with forest health issues that would benefit from a retained overstory.  

 Terrain stability may be compromised by utilizing another silviculture system;  
 Cultural heritage features may be compromised by utilizing another silviculture system; 
 Significant windthrow damage would occur by utilizing another silviculture system; 
 Harvest activities will not negatively impact site productivity, as determined by a Qualified Person;  

 
In addition, openings will not be created that are greater than 0.1ha in size, and the residual stand will be 
substantially representative of the original stand in terms of species composition, health, form, and vigour.  
 
The following stocking standards are to be applied in intermediate cut situations:  
 

BEC Zone Layers 
Pref. / Acc.  

Spp. MITD
Regen 
Delay 

FG  
Delay

Comp. 
Brush 
Factor

Min. 
Ht. 

Min. BA 
Retained 

Damage 
Criteria

As per 
FSP 
Single-
Story 
Stocking 
Standards 

Residual 
Overstory 
(Layer 1 ≥ 
12.5cm 
DBH) 

As per 
FSP 
Single-
Story 
Stocking 
Standards 

N/A N/A 1 Year N/A N/A 35m2/ha 

As per 
SEDRSS 
Damage 
Criteria for 
Layer 1 
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Appendix B - FSP Maps 
 

Map Number Map Title (1:30,000 scale) 

1 Overview and Access 

2 Forest Cover and Ecological Units 

3 Cultural Features, Water, Wildlife 

4 Recreation 

5 Visuals 

6 Commercial Recreation Tenures 

7 Other Tenures and Stakeholders 
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Appendix C - Orders Establishing Landscape Units and 
Land Use Objectives 
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 Order to Establish a Landscape Unit and Objectives -– East 
Howe Landscape Unit  
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Land Use Objectives for the Lizzie, Mamquam, Tuwasus, 
Sloquet High, Sloquet North, Sloquet South Landscape Units 
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Appendix D - ORDERS AND NOTICES 
 

 NOTICE – INDICATORS OF THE AMOUNT, DISTRIBUTION AND ATTRIBUTES OF 
WILDLIFE HABITAT REQUIRED FOR THE SURVIVAL OF SPECIES AT RISK IN THE 
SQUAMISH FOREST DISTRICT (2004) 
 

 ORDER - GOAT WINTER RANGE #U2-002 
 

 ORDER - UNGULATE WINTER RANGE #U2-005 
 

 ORDER - GRIZZLY BEAR WHA #2-272 TO 2-297, 2-381 TO 2-386, 2-388, 2-390 TO 2-
406, 2-436 TO 2-443 
 

 ORDER - MARBLED MURRELET WHA #2-303 TO 2-306, 2-308, 2-309 & 2-316 
 

 NOTICE – INDCATORS OF THE AMOUNT, DISTRIBUTION AND ATTRIBUTES OF 
WILDLIFE HABITAT REQUIRED FOR THE SURVIVAL OF MARBLED MURRELET 
 

 MINISTERIAL ORDER – ORDER FOR THE RECOVERY OF MARBLED MURRELET 
 

 MINISTERIAL ORDER M424 – SCENIC AREA AND VISUAL QUALITY OBJECTIVES 
FOR THE SHANNON CREEK WATERSHED 
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NOTICE - SURVIVAL OF SPECIES AT RISK 
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 ORDER - GOAT WINTER RANGE #U2-002 
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ORDER - UNGULATE WINTER RANGE #U2-005 (Amended October 31, 
2014) 
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 ORDER - GRIZZLY BEAR WHA #2-272 to 2-297, 2-381 to 2-386, 

2-388, 2-390 to 2-406, 2-436 to 2-443  
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 MARBLED MURRELET WHA #2-303 to 2-306, 2-308, 2-309 & 2-
316 
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NOTICE – INDICATORS OF THE AMOUNT, DISTRIBUTION AND 
ATTRIBUTES OF WILDLIFE HABITAT REQUIRED FOR THE SURVIVAL OF 
MARBLED MURRELET  
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 ORDER FOR THE RECOVERY OF MARBLED MURRELET 
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 MINISTERIAL ORDER M424 – SCENIC AREA AND VISUAL 

QUALITY OBJECTIVES FOR THE SHANNON CREEK 
WATERSHED 
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Appendix E1 - Land Use Objectives for the Sea-to-Sky 
Land and Resource Management Plan 
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Appendix E2 - Sea to Sky Wildland Area Order 
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Appendix F – First Nations Consultation 
 
The First Nations Consultation communications for the FSP are summarized in the tables below. 
The referrals letters and responses are appended below. 
 
referral letters, response letters and comment address letters to be inserted when available. 
 
Squamish Nation 
Date Item
 
 
 
Tsleil-Waututh Nation 
Date Item
 
 
 
 
Musqueam Nation 
Date Item
 
 
 
FSP Amendment Log 
 
Amendment 
Number  

Amendment Date  Date approved by 
the DDM (if 
required)

FDU (if 
applicable) 

Amendment Details  
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Appendix G - FSP Advertising 
 
Insert copy of newspaper advertisements etc. 
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Appendix H – Public Consultation Summary 
 
Insert summary of public consultation activities when completed 
 
Public Consultation Referral Summary  
 

Submission of FSP Referral Contacts 
Advertising – Public Notice of 60 day 
FSP review and comment periods 

 

Commercial Recreation Licensees  
Commercial Interests (Crown Land)
First Nations  
Watershed Groups 
Trappers  

 

Ministry of Forest Lands and Natural 
Resource Operations   

Joanne DeGagne RPF – District Approvals Officer 

Regional Governments  Squamish Lillooet Regional District  
Municipal Governments District of Squamish
 
 
FSP Amendment Log 
 
Amendment 
Number  

Amendment Date  Date approved by the 
DDM (if required)

FDU (if 
applicable)

Amendment Details  

     
     

     
     
     
     
 


